Dear Cleveland City Councilmember ________,

I am a pastor of a vibrant urban church here in Cleveland (166 years young!) and a resident of Cleveland.  I write to express my full support for the Domestic Partnership Registry currently under consideration by the Council.

As a pastor with parishioners who would be eligible for this registry, I commend it to you as the simplest and most bare-bones means of supporting stability and permanence in their relationships.  I recognize that the registry confers absolutely no benefits, but it certainly can be used to leverage existing benefits from other public and private institutions.  Once such institution is the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) whose Pension Fund offers Domestic Partner Health Care benefits.  This document would quickly and easily allow domestic partners to access those benefits.

As a clergyperson who performs dozens of weddings every year, it is crystal clear to me that this registry has nothing, at all, to do with marriage.  It is a nuts and bolts registration that will simply show respect to those straight and gay couples who have committed themselves to live with each other.  In fact, it is so basic I've joked with folks that this registry probably has more in common with a dog license than a marriage certificate!

I would imagine married persons might actually take offense at those who are likening the registry to marriage, for surely they think their marriage certificate actually has substance that confers benefits and demands responsibilities!  This registry does not.  

There is no need to table nor defer this decision.  This legislation does not threaten any aspect of society, and, in fact, would send a resounding (and desperately needed) message to the world that our city is world class, and is a safe and nurturing place for creative and urbane employees, businesspeople, and tourists!  THAT would help my congregation thrive in the city of Cleveland right away!

Please withstand the misinformation being passed around in the name of “religion” to discredit this legislation.  I urge you to vote in favor of the Domestic Partnership Registry when it comes up for a vote next Monday.

Sincerely,

Rev. Allen V. Harris

P.S. I likewise fully and heartily support the addition of “gender identity” as a protected status in city code.

