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Adult Conference 2010

On a wonderful morning mid-June, fifteen mem-
bers of Franklin Circle Christian Church traveled
In This Issue from Cleveland to Columbus for a week at the Adult
Conference of the Christian Church in Ohio. What
a week it turned out to be. The conference itself
Was guite good with one of our own as an officer.
Member 6s 4|3 We are all grateful to Franklin Circle Church for up-
holding us with prayers and love as well as the financial support to make
this experience possible. We thank you as members of this great
Widening the Circle |4 Church for this exciting gift.

Pastorodos (|2

Church Picnic 3

Forum We all received a lot from the conference, the week together, and the
Hosts and Lay 4 various experiences that we shared as individuals and as combinations
Leadership of groups throughout the week. We shared and received from Bible lec-
Pride Parade 4 tures, classes, mealtime, choir practice, vesper, games and for some of
us even some line dancing. For many there were highlights of spiritual
Attendance 4 growth, life insights, and personal growth. Friendships were revisited
Christian |Is andgenewed & even as new friendships developed and grew. We
Fellowship shared in one anotheros | aughter and
: and prayers. The conf erence sang a
From the Editor : . ~ R
rendition of AJoy, Joy, Joy. o |l ndee

Choir Notes ceived much from the experiences of the week.

Disciples Closet But even more important, perhaps, this representation of the Franklin

Circle Christian Church gave to the conference and to the other mem-
Publicity bers of the conference from various churches around Ohio. In exciting
Readeros Rl7 tways, we were a living microcosm of the wider circle of the Church. All
of you were, in real and poignant ways, reflected in and through us as a

(o208 >N eI BNO) |

Evangelism and

Midweek Bible ! vibrant example of Christos diverse
Study
oYF 3 People withessed our genuine love and affection for one another.

They experienced the mutual caring of the widest age span of persons
Prayers for. the 8 in the entire conference. They could not help but notice that straight and
Congregation gay sisters and brothers could worship together, laugh together, learn
Calendars 9+10 | together and play together with no self consciousness that it made any

Save The Dates 11 difference. (continued on page 5)




Celebrating Our Diverse Heritage

Many of us know about the days and months set aside for celebrations of the ethnic heritage of
those of us from Europe. Columbus Day in October is a national holiday, and it is used to celebrate
Italian heritage. Of cour se, who doesné6ét know about St.
have a little Irish in us?! In recent years, such celebrations have expanded. Black History Month, or
African American History Month, in February, has become a popular time to celebrate the
accomplishments of our African American sisters and brothers. Cel ebr at i on of i
ethnicity and race, however, We c omme mor at e Veterandés Day in
who have served our country in the military. Those of us who are lesbian, gay, bisexual,
transgender and affirming march in parades and celebrate at festivals in June for Pride Month.

As part of our commitment to being Anti-Racist, Open & Affirming, and Accessible to All, | thought
that in this coming year we might be more intentional about celebrating more of our diversity in this
congregation. | would like for us each month to lift up those special celebrations that remind us that
in our uniqueness, we are all so much the same. Together we can learn a bit about how these
holidays cametobe. | n our commit ment to AWidening The
find a day, a week, or a month to remember and honor all our identities and heritages.

In that spirit, | would like to lift up two lesser-known celebrations coming up: Hispanic Heritage
Month and German Heritage Month. | not only hope, but urge you to share with me your
heritage and the time of year in which it is celebrated. Together, in our mosaic of uniqueness,
we will see the unity of God where all are one people!

God's Grace Is Abundant,

Pastor Allen

Hispanic Heritage Month ~ September 15 T October 15

For more info, go to: http://www.infoplease.com/spot/hhm1.html

Hispanic Heritage Month begins on September 15, the anniversary of independence for five Latin
American countriesd Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, and Nicaragua. In addition,
Mexico declared its independence on September 16, and Chile on September 18.

The term Hispanic, as defined by the U.S. Census Bureau, refers to Spanish-speaking people in
the United States of any race. On the 2000 Census form, people of Spanish/Hispanic/Latino origin
could identify themselves as Mexican, Puerto Rican, Cuban, or "other Spanish/Hispanic/Latino."
More than 35 million people identified themselves as Hispanic or Latino on the 2000 Census

German Heritage Month ~ September 15 T October 15

For more info, go to: http://german.about.com/od/teaching/a/geramday.htm

In the month of October Americans commemorate the Germanic heritage element of American
society. About one in four Americans claims to have German ancestors. There were Germans
(continued on page 5) Page 2
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http://german.about.com/od/teaching/a/geramday.htm

Me mber 6s 411

Welcome New Members!

“ We welcome several new members by transfer of membership/reaffirmation faith. Galil
McPherson and Patricia Cazier on June 6, 2010, Monique Lowther on June 20. Bar-
bara Jenkins and Bill Hinderliter on June 27.

Gail McPherson Monique and Eddie Lowther (Xena)
1745 West 25" St., #1522 8004 Wentworth Ave.
Welcome  Cleveland, OH 44113 Cleveland, OH 44102
Our New _
Members Patricia Cazier Barbara Jenkins
1745 West 25" St., #419 Bill Hinderliter
Cleveland. OH 44113 751 Providence Court, Apt. 208

Streetsbhoro, OH 44241

Welcome New Custodian: Monique Lowther

The end of June we said goodbye, with our prayers, to our custodian, Herschel Thomas. We wel-
comed Monique Lowther as our new custodian. Monique began on July 1 and will be working from
Monday to Friday, 9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. daily (with a 30-minute lunch from 12:30 i 1:00

p.m.) Monique is familiar to many of us as she, her husband, Eddie, and their daughter, Xena have
been worshipping with us off and on for the past few years.

Chri stian Womenodos Fell ow

Attention all women of CWF ! Our "Installation of Officers " meeting will be held on
August 14, from 1pm to 3pm in the chapel with Jane Cheiky as our hostess. Remember,
all women of FCCC are members of CWF. If you want more information or would like to
attend please contact the CCF Secretary, Patty Groetsch, at (440) 356-0547. & Patty

Outdoor Worship & Picnic, Sunday, August 8 at Edgewater Park
Bring Drinks & Side Dishes And Come On Out!

We are returning to Edgewater Park for our annual Outdoor Worship Service & Picnic, on Sun-
day, August 8". New this year will be a Baptism at the Lake! Anyone who would like to join us at
9:30 a.m. for the Baptism of Xena Lowther is | nv
lower pavilion (by the beach).

Everyone is invited then to join us at 10:30 a.m. on the west half of the Upper Pavilion, which we
have reserved for the day. A worship service, planned by our New Worship Initiative Team (NWIT),
will inspire and energize us.

Then we will dive into our Potluck Picnic at about 11:30 am. Fr i ed chi cken frgm LC
market, and desserts, along with all the necessary paper goods, will be provided by the
church. Everyone is invited to bring something to drink and a side dish of your choice. Cool-
ers with ice will be available to keep the drinks cold.

Following the picnic we will relax and play games. We are looking for a couple of corn hole sets
to have for folks to play, in addition to our Pastor Allen Bean Bag Throw, and the wonderful Spin
The Wheel Trivia Game, which made its debut at Pride Festival this year. Folks are invited to bring
Frisbees, balls, cards, and any other games you might like to play.

If you have any questions, or can help with the set-up or clean-up, please call Tammy Ball at
216-571-0148 or via e-mail at tammylee211@yahoo.com. Thanks to the Mission Council, the
NWIT, and Tammy for organizing this wonderful event!
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August Widening the Circle Forum

There will be no Widening the Circle Forum in the month of August. If you are a regular attendee,
take the night off and do something that brings you joy, even if it is just getting your face licked by a

puppy. Dondét | augheé a puppies kisses CAN heaf a
DATE HOST Presiding Elder Al Betts
August 1st Patricia Brashers Table Elders Leila Streid|
August 8th Picnic at Edgewater Bev Wurm
Park Diaconates To Be
August 15th | Community Hour in Determined
gym

Community Hour |aygust 22nd |Steve Rubin

August 29th | Circle Sabbath Sunday

Thighesbonti iThey'll know me firsthand, the dull |and
wipe the slate clean for each of them. I'll forget they ever sinned!" (Jeremiah 31:34)
~ God forgives us and forgets our sins. It
shouldnét forget our transgressions, | est
ourselves to move on in life.

Franklin Circle Marches Proudly

More than 25 members of this church marched in the 2010 Gay Pride Parade in downtown Cleve-
land last month. Young, old, gay and straight stood up for the rights of the GLBT community to be
accepted for who they are and the right to be proud of it. -
Once the parade arrived at the festival, many of the march- l’!
ers took shifts manning the Franklin Circle booth and got a 17
chance to meet those who stopped by the booth and share
with them the wide variety of opportunities that Franklin
Circle offers. Thanks to all of you that marched in support
of equality and for giving up part of your day to share our
mission with so many!

Franklln Circle Chrlstlan Church

SENE 4, www. FranklmClrcIeChurch org

Date Church Worship and Total
Wonder

6/13 58 9 67

6/20 54 8 62

6/27 69 0 69

/A\TTE NDANcE 7/4 69 4 73




(Adult Conference 2010, continued from front page )

Many of us heard comments and questions su
that is so wonderful ?20 AHow do you attract s
right up there in Cleveland! o We heard peopl
they could come to this church as well.

| even had some people say to me that if we were an example of what happens to a Church that
is Open and Affirming, then all churches (including their own) should go that direction. It was clear
that this group from Franklin Circle was inde
who celebrate together as sisters and brothers.

Thank you, dear family, for providing a welog
thus showing the world around us the unid damresa
Daryl Schimmel

e d

0O ME

(Celebrating, continued from page 2 )

among the Jamestown settlers in 1607 and Germans (Prussians, Austrians, etc.) have continued to
migrate to the New World until the present day--most notably during the two migratory waves of the
late 1840s and from 1880 to 1889.

The first German-American Day, October 6, was proclaimed by President Ronald Reagan in 1983
for the 300th anniversary of the arrival of 13 German families on board a sailing vessel named
"Concord" (the "German Mayflower"). The Germans from Krefeld landed in Philadelphia on October
6, 1683 and founded Germantown, Pennsylvania (now part of Philadelphia). In 1987, after a
campaign by German-American organizations, Congress made October 6 an official day of
commemoration.

From the Editor

|l tds coming! T h e Mieligesed to goarinbow i ihfull celar.olfn b e
you have an email address, be sure to call the church office and make sure it is on
file. Those without an email address  will still have the newsletter mailed to them,
but it will most likely be in black and white. As always, there will be copies available
at the door to the church throughout the month. The more copies that are sent out
electronically, the more money the church can save on postage & so please do
your part to help us be good stewards of the tithes and offerings given to the church.

Please have your articles and updates in by the 12" of the month, as there is a
very short window between the deadline and the day we need to print and to ensure

g that the newsletter is received by the first of the month. The submissions should be
DLl_ﬂ no longer than % page in length unless more is NECESSARY.
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Choir Notes

While the search for a full-time choir director has not yet brought us any solid
leads, your choir here at FCCC continues to forge on full steam ahead! While
directing the choir, | out of necessity, need to keep my back turned on all of you
in the congregation, so | don't have the pleasure of watching your reaction as
this beautiful group sings praises to God. Yet | do have the privilege of a front
row seat for all of their practices and performances, and | must say I'm rather
impressed!

There have been a few hurdles here and there, but with the help of our Lord and each other, we
have cleared them all so far. With such an exciting and diverse group of people, it's not always easy
for all of us to be present for rehearsals every week, but with our hearts and minds set on praising
God and pleasing you, our audience, it always works out in the end!

Many of our members haven't been in a choir for quite a long time, and some never have. Now
that we've had a chance to stretch those forgotten muscles and get used to singing with each other,
we are all expecting great things. We're learning the long forgotten harmonies to some of the songs
we all know and love, and are ready to tackle some newer selections which will hopefully be as ex-
citing for all of you to hear as they are for us to sing.

Most importantly, | have to thank Pastor Allen and the Anti-Racism team for making this happen,
as well as a truly awesome group of individuals whose talent and enthusiasm keep your choir go-
ing! 1 would be remiss to ever pass up the opportunity to thank our other big supporters: Jim Robin-
son and Richard Hinkleman have been a great help to the choir! They truly are an asset to the con-
gregation at FCCC so be sure to let them know how much you appreciate them! 6 Jake Pruitt

Disciples Closet -Our c¢l ot hing donation room i ' eed
and childrendés clothing for the upcomi mer
needfor MENG6 S casual cl ot hing, .Ifsyauare able toam d ear
nate, contact Colleen Munley. She is available every Sunday after worship and
Mondayés and Wednesdays from 1pm to 3p t hes
please let her know and she can try to make other arrangements. She can be

reached at 216-543-7165. Keep your eyes open at garage sales this summer. Jackets, gloves,

and boots can be had for a song! Some people will gladly GIVE them to you if you tell them that

they are going to a churchés c¢clothes bank. I f vy
needy in our community with one of the most basic needs - warmth. Itis also a great time to pick

up backpacks Thank you. - Colleen Munley

The last Market Square Day of the this
year will be on Saturday, August 28th. We
met many new folks at the June event and
were able to share with them the variety of
outreach programs available to them, either

as a guest of the church or as a member serving them. Stop by and

visit, even I f you arendét signed up to greet [peo
are still T-shirts available for purchase at the very affordable price of $5
each for adult sizes and $4 for childrends sijzes

in time for the picnic on the 8th of this month. & Cheryl Yurcak
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