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Vacation Bible School  

August 1 -5, 2011  

5:30 -8:30 PM  

All children age 3-12 years old are invited to join the unit.  All 
youth 13 and over are invited to be captains.  Of course, adults, you 
are more than welcome to come and be commanders.  There is so 
much to do - there is a place for everyone.  V.B.S. includes crafts, 
computers, lessons, music, and supper every night.  This year we are 
learning Old Testament stories and one New Testament story.  We 
will be putting together the clues to discoveré.I have probably said 
too much. 

The picture of children holding up the world is what we are all 
about.  The children are the future - not just of the church but of the 
world.  Our faith rests in their hands.  No one knows what these kids 
will grow up to be someday, but today they will grow in Godôs Grace.  
This V.B.S. is not your ordinary V.B.S. because they will learn what it 
really means to be a Christian. 

If you are interested in volunteering, please contact Michelle 
Brown.  We have packets of activities and plans to help you through 
the week.  Also, you can contact Patty Groetsch, who is in charge of 
crafts; Jean Borrelli, who is in charge of computers; Pastor Allen, who 
is in charge of music; and Tara Bobak, who is in charge of the 3-5 
year old group. 

To watch a child grow in his/her faith is so much more 
rewarding than hoping everything turns out okay.  This week we will 
not only watch them grow, but 
help them build a life with 
Christ.  I hope you will 
consider joining us - even if 
you can only do it for an 
evening or two. 

Blessings, 

Michelle Brown, V.B.S. 
Director 

CSI: Franklin Circle Christian Church  

(Christian Scene Investigation)  
All the news thatôs fit to print 

and some old stuff that is just 

filler.  What can I say?  The 

editor is somewhat honest. 
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ñWhy Does Pastor Go To 
All These Group Thingies 
Anyway?ò (or ñWhy You Need 

Me To Go To Assembliesò) 

 After ten years of ministry here at Franklin Circle Christian Church I am guessing that most 
everyone in the congregation has come to understand how important my attendance at assemblies, 
conferences, camps, workshops, and retreats is to me.  A prime indicator of that would be the fact 
that I have attended every General Assembly of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) since I first 
began attending them in 1979.  Nashvilleôs General Assembly was my 16

th
.  I began when I was 16 

years old! 

 Likewise, I hope most of you know how deeply appreciative I am that most every conference, 
assembly, or workshop Iôve been to in the past has been either funded completely, or subsidized 
greatly, by the congregations I have served.  I do not take lightly nor for granted the great generosity 
of this congregation.  Similarly, I am keenly aware that there are few other occupations or jobs which 
offer such time off and resources for continuing education and renewal. 

 While attending this yearôs General Assembly, being ever more appreciative of this amazing 
congregationôs kindness and beneficence, I began to ponder how such meetings benefit not only me, 
personally and professionally, but you, the congregation to whom I return.  There are many, many 
advantages and gifts that come from your pastor being a part of such events.  Let me name just a 
few: 

¶ Youôll be more interesting to your friends ï as your pastor gets tapped into and shares with you 
the latest trends, ideas, news, and perspectives in the broader church and ecumenical/interfaith 
world! 

¶ Youôll stay awake more ï as your pastor has new ideas, more heartfelt stories, and cooler quotes 
for sermons and newsletter articles! 

¶ Youôll avoid hair loss ï as you wonôt have to scratch your head so often thinking, ñWhy is Pastor 
Allen acting so weird?ò as I will have found rest and relaxation in a different routine and hanging out 
with old colleagues and friends. 

¶ You wonôt feel so stupid ï when you already know the name of that guest preacher, church 
executive, renowned musician, or traveling missionary who comes to speak or lead a workshop at our 
church because you heard your pastor talk about meeting her or him at Assembly. 

          Of course, I would prefer if I could take you ALL to each and every one of these assemblies 
with me.  You, too, would find them informative and renewing, I am certain.  While we might not get 
everybody  from FCCC to General Assembly, would you at least consider going in the future?  The 
next General Assembly will be in Orlando, Florida July 13-17, 2013.  Even more exciting is that the 
Assembly after that will be in Columbus, Ohio, July 19 ï 23, 2015! 

 These seem to be far, far in the future, but planning ahead makes all the difference in the 
world.  At least put these dates on your calendars right now.  Then, at the next Board Meeting or 
Youth Group Meeting, ask the question, ñHow can we begin planning for Franklin Circle Christian 
Church to have a fuller presence at Regional and General Assemblies of our Church?ò  Come with 
creative ideas about fundraising and empowering more of us to enjoy the direct and real benefits of 
being in a church that seeks to be ñA movement for wholeness in a fragmented world.ò 

 Gratefully Your Pastor, 

           Allen 
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Memberôs 411 
Members 411  

 A very special word of thanks goes out to those who made the transportation to and from 
camp for our children and youth a reality.  A big thanks to Nim Bryant  for use of his van to and from 
every camp!  A lot of miles were put on this vehicle.  Special thanks, also, to Don Hudson , who did 
the yeomanôs part in driving kids, but also to Jada Eccleston  and Colleen Munley , who helped 
drive.  We couldnôt have had such a successful summer without these amazing people!  

Congratulations to Patty Groestch  who has a new job ï during the daytime!  

 Several folks were in town over the July15-17 weekend to celebrate the ministry of Frances 
ñFrannieò Millward.  Ulysses Hudson, Pearl and Dallas Hudson, Myrio Hudson, and Don & 
Michelle Hudson  were all part of a program Frannie started called Teen Outreach through Christian 
Help (T.O.R.C.H.)  This program has served as a greater Cleveland ecumenical youth group for over 
50 years.  Pastor Allen presented a proclamation from Franklin Circle Christian Church at the 
banquet Saturday, June 16 at St. Paulôs Episcopal Church in Cleveland Heights.  Many FCCC folks 
will know Frannie from speaking to our congregation about the many outreach programs she has 
run, including Church Street Ministries in Berea. 

 

New Addresses: Janelle Eccleston , 3402 Bridge Ave., (UP/West), Cleveland, OH 44113; Patricia 

Brashers , 14130 Puritas Ave., #106, Cleveland, OH 44135 

 

Constitution & Bylaws  

Copies of the Adopted Revised Constitution & Bylaws are now available on the website (click on the 
Leaders tab); via e-mail if you request it at info@FranklinCircleChurch.org, or by mail by calling the 
church office. 

An Invitation from C.W.F.  
   It was ten years ago when the twin towers in New York City came under 
attack.  That evening members of Franklin Circle's Christian Women's Fellowship 
worried about a member who was late returning from a business trip and the mood of 
the September meeting changed to one of thanksgiving as our friends were all 
accounted for and we joined the rest of the country in prayer for the dead and 
missing.  It was decided that each program year would begin on September 11, 
regardless of the day of the week, as a reminder of our dependence on God's care. 
   This year we will meet again on Sunday, September 11 after morning worship and 
invite all Franklin Circle Women to join us for lunch in the church parlor. 

  As Chair of the Board, I am looking forward to our new Church year with the new by-laws 

and constitution in place.  Welcome to the new and returning members of the Diaconate, 

Elders, Trustees, and Officers.  Your service in the coming year will be a blessing to the congregation and the 

community as a whole.   May God continue to bless this church and the people who call it home. 

  Also, please remember that ALL fundraisers must be approved in advance so that we do not alienate members 

by asking for too much too often.  - Al Betts, Chair of the Board 

From the Chair 
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Date Church 
Worship and 

Wonder 
Total 

6/19 84  85 

6/26 80 6 86 

7/3 51 6 57 

7/10 55 12 67 

Aug 7th Jane Cheiky 

Aug 14th Outdoor Worship and 

Picnic 

Aug 21st 3rd Sunday Meal  

Community Hour in Gym 

Aug 28th Circle Sabbath Sunday 

Worship Leader  Larry Crell 

Presiding Elder  Patty Groetsch 

Table Elders  Norma Stearns 

 TBA 

Communion Set -up Tammy Ball 

Deacons  Tammy Ball 

 Nim  Bryant 

 Lilly Conn 

 David and Stacy 

Bowen 

Elders  

And  

Deacons  

     At our May 3rd Sunday meal, the winning Congregation members who 
served had a great time . Ham sandwiches, potatoes, and vegetables were 
served with dessert and beverages. We are thankful for their help and 
enthusiasm. Thanks to Patty, Jean , Lucille and Caroline. You have a standing 
invitation to help at any or all 3rd Sunday meals. 
 The June 3rd Sunday Meal was a special Fathers Day indoor picnic.  
Hamburgers, hot dogs, coleslaw, pickles, brownies/cake, juice, and coffee were 
served. Thanks to the volunteers: Andrea, Haydee, Maryanne, Randy, Norma, 

Alice, Rick, Lucille, Connie, Pastor Allen, and Bev for bringing everything together and cleaning up.  
A special thank you to Kathy Brown (Latitude41), Ruth Kroll, Larry Crell, and Colleen Munley for 
providing the dessertsðthey were delicious. If you have ideas or  recipes for future 3rd Sunday 
Lunches please share with us or maybe help prepare. 
  Food bags for May were filled and distributed by Kiasia, Kiaira , Kelly Jo, and Briana. A big 
thank you for caring and serving others.  The food bags given out on the last Sunday of the Month 
are always in need of  tuna, soup, pasta, sauce, cereal, ready made canned or boxed dinners, and 
peanut butter. We fill the bags early morning on the last Sunday before 
Church,  if you are interested in volunteering. For June, we received a carton 
of baby carrots in packages which added a fresh veggie to the bags... a 
special treat. Thank you to all who have donated to the program.  
 In May,  the Summer Sprouts Program got to building!  Making sure the 
lumber was cut, the garden boxes assembled and placed, the soil distributed,  
and plants planted ð all  made possible due to the diligent work of the 
following: Bill, Jimmy, Cliff, Allen H., Bob, Al, Jake, Norma, Steve, Kiasia, 
Kelly Jo, Mia, Michelle and Bev. The plants are doing incredibly well.  Stop by 
and check out the boxes next to the parking lot. Thanks to all.                        



Our Choir Needs Your Voice!!!  

    No previous experience is required, and you donôt even have to know 

how to read music.  The only requirements are a willing heart and the 

desire to sing to and about our Lord!  Weôre an easy-going group that 

strives to worship God with our hearts and voices, and have fun doing it. 

    We rehearse every Sunday at 11:15 , (summer hours) and you are more than welcome to show 

up and sing with us, or just hang out in the sanctuary to watch a practice or two.  If youôre interested 

in joining our choir, or just want to learn more, please see Jake Pruitt or Tracey Evans.   

Page 5 

 Light a Candle for Children  is an advocacy and prayer vigil project that invites 
congregations to join in Forty Days of Prayer for Children.  It begins forty days prior to the 
observance of the National Childrenôs Sabbaths (sponsored by the Childrenôs Defense Fund, 
Washington, D.C.).  During these Sabbath celebrations, held annually on the third weekend 
of October, thousands of congregations unite simultaneously in witness for children through 
prayer, education, and worship.  Light a Candle for Children is 
part of this witness and our congregation will be participating. 

 This year the vigil begins on Sunday, August 28 and 
concludes on Sunday, October 16.  A candle will be lit each 
Sunday during this period and prayers will be offered by children, 
youth, parents, teachers, and church leaders for our children. 

 The needs of the worldôs children should be a priority for all 
of us as individuals, groups and communities of faith.  Not all of 
us have been afforded the gift of working directly with children, 
but none of our lives has escaped the touch of a child in some 
special way.  Franklin Circle Christian Church has invested 
heavily in our ministries with infants, children, and youth because 
we feel this is one of the most faithful and needed investments in 
our neighborhood at this time in the life of the church. 

 Our Christian Education Team and the National Council of Christian Churchesô 
Committee on Justice for Children and Their Families invites you to join in praying for a 
brighter future for all of Godôs children.  Remember that our church can and should make a 
difference where the needs, hopes and dreams of children are involved. 

 Take the time to become involved in the lives of children.  Speak to Tara Bobak - 
Nursery Teacher, Michelle Brown - Childrenôs Director, and Colleen Munley - Youth Director 
to learn more.  Let the candle of their lives inspire you and light your pathway as you 
advocate on their behalf.  And remember, ñ...and a little child shall lead them.ò ~ Isaiah 11:6 

Franklin Circle Christian Church To Again Observe ñLight A Candle 

For Childrenò 40 Day Vigil 
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Prayers for Our Congregation  

Bob Collins, Rick Boley, Carmalita Brent, Debbie Collins, Louise Golicic, Rose 
Hilberling (Lilly Connôs sister, Theresa Thunigôs daughter), Brian Muich, Eric Nesby, 
Domna Smith (friend of Cheryl Yurcak), Joe Stanley and his partner, Gary Wassil, Jay 
Cheiky, Sunny (friend of Clifford Porter and Randy Buckingham), Ella Thunig (Lilly 
Connôs sister), Helen Wooley, Cory Zucs (Joe Bobakôs friend), Eleanor Eyring, Carole 
Sauer, and all those on our Tender Loving Care list. 

Lucille, Asaya, and Earline, Andres and Family; for our Troops serving at home 
and abroad  

NOTE: Prayers are being posted in the Diaconate/Leadership room AND NOW ON THE BULLETIN BOARD 
NEAR THE COFFEE/TEA AREA  just prior to worship for that day.   Also, If you would like to be included on 
the weekly e-mail Prayer List that is based on the prayers from Sunday Worship Service, please e-mail 
PastorAllen@FranklinCircleChurch.org and request to be added. 

On the death of Chevon Curry, newborn son of Amber Eccleston (Janelleôs granddaughter) 

Amber Eccleston (Janelleôs granddaughter) & Charles Curry on the birth of Charles Curry, 
Jr.; For Alexi Gruber who sang in worship on July 3.  Alexi sang at Franklin Circle Christian 
Church for over 10 years. 

     Did you know that Pastor Allen has a blog! Check it out at:  

 http://nearwestclevepastor.wordpress.com/   You can subscribe to it and get 
it in your e -mail box.   Just put your e -mail into the box on the right and click 

the ñSign Me Upò button. 

 

NEW:  A Twitter Account has been set up for the Church.  Our Twitter name is FranklinCircle and you can sign 
up for tweets at: http://twitter.com/FranklinCircle  ���1�R�W�H�����W�K�L�V���L�V���D���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W���D�F�F�R�X�Q�W���I�U�R�P���3�D�V�W�R�U���$�O�O�H�Q�¶�V���S�H�U�V�R�Q�D�O��
Twitter account.)  We will be using this to get Prayer Chain news out!  ~Pastor Allen 

Thoughts for the month 
 

Middle class Americans worship their work, work at their play and play at their worship.  Anonymous 
 
The privilege of a lifetime is being who you are.  Joseph Campbell 
 
To get a clear view of God, focus on Jesus Christ 
 
Submitted by Norma and Brenda 
 
"I'm always fearful that someone's going to go facedown in their succotash" -- Carol Sauer 
 

http://nearwestclevepastor.wordpress.com/

