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Advent & Christmas At Franklin Circle Christian Church  

The Four Sundays Of Advent  

 All Advent Services are at 10:30 a.m.  ï Carols, Advent 
Wreath candle lighting, opening of the gifts. 

 November 27 ï The Gift Of Hope 

 December 4 ï The Gift Of Peace 

 December 11 ï The Gift Of Joy 

 December 18 ï The Gift Of Love 

The Hanging of the Greens Work Party & Dedication Service  

 Monday, November 28, 6:30 ï 9:00 p.m. 

 Wear work clothes, bring snacks to share, be prepared to 
transform the Sanctuary and Chapel into a place of Christmas 
Wonder! 

Church Women United Christmas Tea  

 Friday, December 9, 12 noon at Church of the Savior (UMC) 
2537 Lee Rd., Cleveland Hts., OH 44118 (see page 11) 

Holiday Music Extravaganza  

 Thursday, December 15, 7:00 p.m., Reception Following 

 Come experience the wonder of the holidays with the 
Franklin Circle Christian Church Choir under the direction of Jake 
Pruitt and Tracey Evans, the Lake Catholic High School Band and 
Choruses, under the direction of Scott Posey, along with our own 
organist, Jim Robinson.  Audience members will have a chance to 
sing-along on some of the favorite carols and songs of the season.  
The congregation is asked to bring food for the reception. 

Christmas Eve Candlelight and Communion Services ï 

Saturday, December 24
th

  

 5:00 p.m. ï Chapel 

 7:00 p.m. ï Sanctuary 

Christmas Day Service ï Sunday, December 25
th

 ï Simple 
service of carols and communion. 

 Worship Celebration: 10:30-11:30 a.m. 

 Christmas Day Meal: 11:30 ï 2:00 p.m. 

Franklin Circle Christian ð a 

place for outcast and those 

who love them. 

ñDonôt Leave A Gift Unopened!ò 
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ñDonôt Leave A Gift Unopened!ò 
 

 The theme the Worship Team has chosen for this Advent and 
Christmas season, especially for Christmas Eve services, is ñDonôt Leave A Gift Unopened!ò  
I like this imagery for many reasons, but especially because it has a sense of hopeful 
expectancy without playing into the consumerism that so besieges our culture.  The photo 
we are using, of two outstretched open hands with a small unwrapped gift in it, shows both a 
vulnerable openness and a bit of mysterious excitement to it.  This, to me, is exactly what the 
birth of Jesus Christ was all about. 

 As we approach the season of gift giving 
and gift receiving, can we again recapture this, 
the deeper and more sustaining spirit of 
Christmas?  In a world still very much at war, 
whether across the seas or between red states 
and blue states, can we see that vulnerability is 
necessary to truly receive and open the gift of 
the Prince of Peace?  In a world of locked 
doors, entrenched prejudices, and fiercely 
competing interests, can we acknowledge that 
a heartfelt openness is necessary to let the 
Christ child in?  In a world that seems to 
demand certainty of us, on every issue and every relationship, can we allow for mystery to 
envelop us so that this sparkling Light Of Christ might shimmer around us?  In a world that 
seems to thrive on hype and glitz, can we recapture an honest excitement that is both child-
like and yet mature? 

 I think we can.  These will be some of my thoughts as I help lead this congregation, 
and the community around us, through the season of preparation, known as Advent, to the 
weekend of sacred fulfillment, Christmas Eve and Christmas Day.  On Christmas Eve we will 
ask the question, ñWhat gifts do you leave unopened in the mad dash to celebrate the 
holidays?ò  What gifts within you do you leave unopened because of fears or failures, hurts 
or misperceptions?  What gifts given by God do you leave unopened because of what 
someone else said or did to you?  What gifts given by God do you leave unopened because 
of apathy, laziness, bad habits, or just plain old stubbornness? 

 Well, in this season of gift buying, gift wrapping, gift giving, and gift opening, we will be 
encouraging one another to look at these, the more spiritual gifts, and how they compare on 
our ñlistsò to material gifts.  And, of course, we will be asking ourselves and one another 
whether or not weôve even noticed the most wonderful gift under the tree; perhaps not the 
largest nor the best wrapped, but the one that will transform our holidays forever: the Gift of 
Christ. 

 Come.  Letôs open our gifts together! 

 

Godôs Grace Is Abundant! 

Pastor Allen 



Change Of Address:  

Please note the change of address and phone for the following folks: 

 Michael Reed,  1881 Scranton Ct., Cleveland, OH 44109; Ph: 216-
712-2783 

 Tony Linder,  2188 W. 31
st
 Pl., Cleveland, OH 44113; Ph: 216-820-

5663 

If your address, phone, or e-mail has changed, please let Cheryl in the Church Office know as 
soon as possible.  Thank you. 

With Gratitude:  

 Thanks to the group of folks brought together to offer a workshop about FCCCôs renewal at 
the Transformation Seminar hosted by Disciples Christian Church in Cleveland Heights on 
Saturday, November 5.  Workshop leaders included: Brian Colvin, Cody Corrigan, Jada 
Eccleston, Jim Schimmel, and Norma Stearns.   Attending the event were also Larry Crell and 
Maurice Goldkrantz.   A special word of thanks to Norma Stearns  for her thoughtful and patent 
leadership in Church Women United, especially for their recent World Community Day. 

 On Sunday, November 13 the Official Church Board voted to express the congregationôs 
deepest gratitude to Al Betts, Cody Corrigan, Monique Lowther, and Beverly Wurm  for the 
hard work, extra hours, and heartfelt care they put into trying to negotiate all the unexpected 
delays in the installation of our new boilers and heating system.  It has been a strain on all of us, 
but these four, especially Al, have worked tirelessly to minimize the inconvenience and discomfort 
to our members and other space users in the building.  Thank you, so much! 

 Pastor Allen  and the Rev. Jim Schimmel  led a two-day workshop at First Christian Church 
of Cuyahoga Falls for their Elders and Transformation Team on October 21 & 22.  They helped 
these leaders explore more fully what it means for a congregation to become Open & Affirming.  
On Tuesday, October 11, on National Coming Out Day, Pastor Allen was honored with the Faith 
Leaders recognition, along with eight other community leaders in various fields, as part of the 
LGBT Heritage Day celebration at City Hall. 

 Thanks to Gene Podmore  who has been helping out in the Disciples Closet Clothing Room 
with Marge Podmore, Colleen Munley, Michael Stanard, Claire Munley, and others.  More 
volunteers needed on Mondays and Wednesdays from 1 to 3 p.m.  Thanks, also, to Don Hudson 
and Brian Colvin  who have been serving as adult sponsors for our Youth Group.  Don and Brian 
sponsored our Chi Rho group (grades 6, 7, & 8) to their Rally on November 12 at Camp Christian. 

 Rick Boley  would like to thank everyone who phoned, sent cards, or said a prayer for him.  
His treatment has ended but recovery is on going and results or out come of treatment should be 
known within the next couple months. He said everyoneôs care and concern helped him to make it 
through treatment. 
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Christmas For Franklin Plaza!  

 Once again we will be offering the opportunity for our church members to 
adopt a senior at Franklin Plaza Nursing Home  for Christmas. We will have 25 
names split between men and women, and those noted who might like visitation. 
To ñadoptò someone, you are asked to purchase a small gift, around $10, and wrap 
the gift and bring it to the church.  This is a project of the Outreach and Community 
Service Team. More details, and the final date to drop off your gift, will be 
announced later. 
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Date Church 
Worship and 

Wonder 

Youth/

Other 
Total 

Oct 16 70 ` 6 76 

Oct 23 65 8  73 

Oct 30 72 8  80 

Nov 6 76 3  79 

Dec 4 Don and Michelle 

 Hudson 

Dec 11 Available 

Dec 18 3rd Sunday Meal 

Community hour in gym 

Dec 25 Christmas Community 

meal 

Worship Leader  TBA 

Presiding Elder  Don Hudson 

Table Elders  Janelle Eccleston 

 Joe Stanley 

Communion Set -up Cliff Wilson and 

Rick Smith 

Deacons  Michael Reed 

 Nicole and Karrie 

Rhode 

 Nim Bryant 

 Lilly Conn 

Greeter Ruth Reinke 

Elders  

And  

Deacons  

2011 Christmas Offering ï 100% Benefits The Ohio Region!  

Good News of Great Joy  

ñBut the angel said to them, óDo not be afraid; for seeðI am bringing you good news of great 
joy for all the people...ò ï Luke 2:10  

 Sometimes we get to be the angels who sing out Good 
News of Great Joy: ñIôve been so inspired by changes afoot at my 
church!ò ñIôm going to Camp this summer!ò ñWeôve just called a 
new pastor!ò ñIôve decided to become a minister!ò ñHelp is on the 
way!ò ñThere really are people who care!ò 

 A song of celebration is certainly appropriate when we 
reflect on the ministries brought to fruition through our efforts as a 
Region.  Collectively, like an angel choir, we inspire the best in 
congregations; in gatherings of youth; in candidates for ministry; in 
mission to the world. 100% of this offering will stay in the Region of Ohio as a collective witness to 
our shared faith. 

 Make your 2011 Christmas offering this month by using the special offering envelopes in the 
worship bulletin on Sunday, December 11 & 18, or by mailing it to the Treasurer in the church office, 
marking ñChristmas Special Offeringò in the memo line of your check. Your generous gift will sing 
Godôs praise. And the many ways it strengthens our Ohio regional ministries will lift Good News of 
Great Joy throughout the coming year. 



     

 A special thanks to Cheryl Yurcak for driving her mini-van to Home Depot to pick 

up oversized supplies to replace the  skylight in chapel and to Clifford Porter for taking 

over the initial cleaning of the sanctuary with our newly purchased steam cleaner (once 

we get it warmed up in there.) 
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          Attention All Prayer Chain People  

   We are revising our prayer chain list.  This is a 

list of people making calls for people needing 

prayers.  If you would like to be included in 

receiving or making calls and passing on prayer 

concerns, please call Leila Streidl at (216) 671-

5419 and you will be included on the new prayer 

chain list.  If you are on the current list, please 

call to make sure you are on the new list.  Leila has only had ONE 

person call her  so farðwhich is going to make a VERY short chain. 

 Franklin Circle group shared our experiences  

 The November 5, 2011 Growing Disciples  -  Ourselves, Our 
Church, Our Community, Our World held at Heights Christian Church 
was a well planned and executed event.  It was also well attended.  A 
number of congregants were there to learn from the 7 offered 
workshops  ð including one presented by Franklin Circle!   Norma 
Stearns (who stood in for Cheryl Yurcak at the last minute), Jada 
Eccleston, Jim Schimmel, Brian Colvin, and Cody Corrigan shared 
how our church has grown in size and energy since we made an 
intentional effort to include all those listed in our Mission Statement 
(see back page) as well as anyone else. Although our time was cut 
short by an exciting keynote speaker, but we were still able to cover 
all our areas  in a fun and exciting way.  Great teamwork, gang, and 
thanks to Pastor Kris and HCC for hosting this exciting eventð  Cody Corrigan 

   A HUGE thank you to Barb White and Lannie Lantery who spent almost 12 

hours on Black Friday replacing the linoleum on the landing at the Fulton Road 

entrance and the stairs down to the gym.  They worked tirelessly to make sure that 

the job was done in one day, because there was going to be a lot of traffic in the 

church the following day.   Take a moment and thank them for the wonderful gift of 

time they gave to our beautiful church! 


