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Franklin Circle Christian Church

The Messenger

February 2011

Visioning Gatherings Begin
February 3rd and 28th at 7 p.m.

As the next step in our Visioning Process to determine this
congregation’s long term strategic plan we will be hosting several
“Visioning Gatherings” in homes and at the church in order to guide
more people through the process used successfully at our November
All Church Retreat.

The first gathering will be on Thursday, February 3 at 7 p.m. in
the home of Mike and Hannah Belsito in Lakewood. The second
gathering will be on Monday, February 28 at 7 p.m. at the church.
You must RSVP for the gathering you wish to attend by calling or
e-mailing Pastor Allen at the church office. Space is naturally
limited at the February 3 session, and so it will be important to call as
soon as you know you wish to attend that session.

Both sessions will be an abbreviated version of the All Church
Retreat program which looked at: FCCC'’s rich history, Bible Study
about change and following one’s vision; a series of questions about
the “chapters” of our church’s “book,” and a look at the difficulties and
possibilities of dealing with change. If you attended the All-Church
Retreat we ask that you not attend these sessions so that the maximum
number of folks who wish can attend!

The more members of the church who attend these
“‘introductory” sessions, the more faithful and successful we will be in
envisioning God'’s future for this dynamic and diverse urban
congregation for the next five to ten years. Please join us!

Catch the Excitement!

Witness the Joy!
Shape the Vision!



Please check the back page for upcoming summer hours!

Earlier services mean more summer sun on Sunday!

General Assembly To Meet In Nashville, July
9-13, 2011; FCCC Considers Group To Go

INDIANAPOLIS: As Christianity faces what is arguably
its biggest shift since the Reformation, Disciples will
convene on Nashville, TN, July 9-13, 2011, with a bold
theme.

"Tell it!" the 2011 General Assembly theme based on
Deuteronomy 6:1-12, reminds Disciples to tell the Good
News of God's healing love to world in the throes of great
change, Assembly planners said in introducing the
concept.

"We live in times of remarkable change," said
Disciples General Minister and President Sharon Watkins.
"What has worked in the past isn't working so well
anymore. We find ourselves in a new context for mission
and ministry, needing to step out before we know exactly
where we are heading. In times like these, our strength
will come in remembering the essential nature of the
Gospel, communicating that Good News clearly to our
children and to our children's children. If ever there were a
time for Disciples to 'Tell it!' that time is now."

The 2011 General Assembly theme-scripture
(Deut. 6:1-12) comes from Moses' cautionary
sermon to the Hebrew people before they enter the
Promised Land. This land flows with milk and
honey, yes, but bounty clouds identity. Pay
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attention! "Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God is one LORD; and you shall love the
LORD your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your might.”

But as they leave behind tents and nomadic ways to settle in houses they didn't build and to drink

from wells they didn't dig, they need to do all in their power to remember the God who delivered them
from slavery. Moses admonishes them to view all that they do through the lens of being God's people;
to repeat God's commands so that even unborn generations will inherit them. In short: they are to "Tell
it!"

Josue Torres, Florida Disciples artist, created the 2011 General Assembly logo, based on the
theme. It depicts three Disciples in silhouette as they "Tell it!" Inside the silhouette is a montage of

Continued on Page 12 Page 2



Member’s 411

Giving Thanks:

Thanks to all who made our Advent and Christmas Season spectacular, including our music staff:
Jim Robinson, Scott Posey, Jake Pruitt, Richard Hinkelman, and guest flutist Linda Miller.
Thanks to our Advent Candle Readers, including Helen & Mick Wooley, Claire Munley, Colleen
Munley, Tori Scheeff, David Bowen, Andre Tompkins, Al Betts, Robert Linder, Nicole Rhode
and Carrie Rhode. Thanks to Michelle Brown for her work with the Children’s Choir and Children’s
Party. Thanks to the entire New Worship Initiative Team. Thanks to Fay Ball for helping get our
candles ready.

Thanks to Beverly Wurm and her crew for all the great work serving our Christmas Day Meal.

Special thanks to those who helped on January 8 to “Undecorate” the sanctuary and chapel from
Christmas, including Cheryl Yurcak, Joe Stanley, Rick Smith, Claire Munley, and David Taylor.

Special Offerings:

We give thanks and praise for the “over-and-above” giving of this congregation in recent months.
Our Reconciliation Offering receive $176 for the work of Anti-Racism/Pro-Reconciliation in our region
and denomination. The Thanksgiving Offering brought in $280.37 for our ministries in Higher
Education and Leadership Development throughout the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), and
at the Lake Catholic High School Band & Chorus Concert on Thursday, December 16 we received
$611 towards our Emergency Fund!!!! Thanks to all of you who so generously support the
mission and ministry of this church and our broader church, the Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ)!

New Address:

Patty Adams has moved to a new apartment. Her new address is: 7 East Park Circle., Apt. 7-F
Brook Park OH 44142. Her cell phone number remains the same.

Please check the back page for upcoming summer hours!
Earlier services mean more summer sun on Sunday!

National Railroad Day meeting

: Saturday, February 12th, 2011 -- 10:00 am to noon & -

The All Aboard Ohio railroad transportation
interest group will be meeting at Franklin Circle =
Christian Church. The featured speaker will be Ken Prendergast Executive
Director of All Aboard Ohio. The topic of the discussion will be National Railroad Day in
Cleveland, Ohio in 2011. Coffee and doughnuts will be served. For more information, contact
Steven Rubin at (216) 466-2284 and leave a message.

Page 3



Elders Worship Leader Larry Crell
And Presiding Elder Al Betts
Table Elders Patty Groetsch

Community Hour Deacons Joe Stanley
February 6 Robert Linder Communion Set-up | Cliff Wilson
February 13 Jada Eccleston/Janelle Diaconate Rick Smith

Eccleston Maurice Goldkrantz
February 20 Third Sunday Community Larry Crell

Meal Cliff Wilson
February 27 Circle Sabbath Sunday

Nobody reads this section anyway, so | can just write what | want. Four score
and seven years ago, our forefathers brought... oh, you DO read it? For those who I~
have been lax in getting your article in to me by the 12th of the month: straighten up £=<¢
and fly right. We have a paper to run here! Just like sands in the hourglass, so are
the days of our lives. Seriously, PLEASE try to stick to the deadline (earlier is even
better.) | would hate to use the powers vested in me to actually enforce the
deadline issue, but it may just happen soon. See, if | don’t get the info on time, then Larry doesn’t
get the newsletter on time, then none of the wonderful people of the church (you know who you are)
get their Messenger on time, and then *I* hear about it. If it will make it easier to remember, | can
move the deadline to the Ides of the month (the 15th) or back, based on the decimal system (the
10th). Your call. Are the rest of you still reading this? Really? Go do something useful—like telling
the world about the Good News of Christ. Shovel the driveway. Make me cookies (chocolate chip
are my favorite). Don'’t just sit there — DO SOMETHING.

Ch%';;?ﬁc There will be TWO church picnics this summer. The first will be at the church
-l ] ‘9, ’ on June 12th at 9:30am with a potluck meal to follow at 11:00am. If the weather
. : i“?i’@ cooperates, it will be an outdoor service. New this year is the Pooch Parade and

e : blessing of our furry friends, so plan on bringing them (as long as they promise to
behave). The second will be on August 14th at the upper pavilion at Edgewater
Park and will be the same as the first (including the times and the Pooch Parade).

Date Church Worship and Youth | Other | Total
Wonder
Dec. 19 68 10 N/A 6 82
Dec. 24 (Contemporary) 58 N/A N/A N/A 58
Dec. 24 (Traditional) 96 N/A N/A N/A 96
Dec. 26 42 N/A N/A N/A 42
Jan. 2 61 2 N/A N/A 63
Jan. 9 59 6 7 N/A 72 Page 4




Our Choir Needs Your Voice!!!

Make A No previous experience is required, and you don’t even have to know how to
Joyful Noise! a4 music. The only requirements are a willing heart and the desire to sing to
and about our Lord! We're an easy-going group that strives to worship God with our hearts and
voices, and have fun doing it.

We rehearse every Sunday at 12:15, and you are more than welcome to show up and sing with
us, or just hang out in the sanctuary to watch a practice or two. If you're interested in joining our
choir, or just want to learn more, please see Jake Pruitt. You could also let Pastor Allen or any other
worship team member know, and they’ll be sure to pass along the message!

Widening\. A Mile In Your Moccasins”
An Experiential Look At Our Church As An Older Or
Differently-Abled Person

The Circle” The Widening The Circle Forum on Thursday, February 17 will be an
experiential exercise to help sensitize those of us who have fuller use of
our bodies to the perspectives of those who don’t. Gathering at 7 p.m., participants will
be assigned various physical limitations, everything from having to use a wheelchair, to
carrying heavy weights as a larger person, to blurred vision as a person with

cataracts. We will then move around the building doing familiar things a person attending
our church might do — only with the physical limitation assigned to him or her.

Following the exercise, we will gather to discuss our feelings and perspectives on what
we just experienced. Hopefully, we will have folks from our congregation with varying
physical abilities, who will help shape our conversation.

We will use as a primary resource L.E.A.P. (Linking Employment, Abilities and Potential),
an organization whose offices are in our neighborhood. LEAP serves persons with
disabilities in eight northeast Ohio counties and promotes self-determination, peer
support, self-help and self-advocacy, systems advocacy, and equal access to

society. These lead to empowerment, independence, inclusion, and maximized
leadership for people with disabilities. The majority of LEAP's board members and staff
members are persons with disabilities.

Three resources that will also guide us in this effort are: “That All May Worship: An
Interfaith Welcome To People With Disabilities,” “From Barriers To Bridges: A Community
Action Guide For Congregations And People With Disabilities,” and “Loving Justice: The
ADA And The Religious Community.” These are available for check-out from the church
if you are interested in learning more about helping our congregation to “Widen The
Circle For ALL God’s Children.”

For more updated information, go on our website to: http://www.franklincirclechurch.org/
WideningTheCircleForums.htm Page 5
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Prayers for Our Congregation

Al Betts, Jean Borrelli, Xena Lowther, Neil Copeland, Sue Schimmel, Joe
s fgl;ld Stanley, Carmalita Brent, Corless Walker (Fay Ball’s sister), Russel Kostelnik
Wholeness (Romain Deevers’ father), Ann Wolf, Tara Bobak, Michelle Brown, Brenda
Torrey, Eleanor Eyring, Carole Sauer, Delores Reid, Ruth Reinke, and for
Cody’s Aunt Peggy.

Madeline Newcomer, David Flowers (Eric Nesby’s brother), Destiny

Ganss, Maryetta Richardson, Clifford Porter (via Eric Nesby), Eddie &

Monique Lowther, Jason Boggs (Cheryl Yurcak’s son), Michael Stanard, A.
Sharon Thomas, Norma Stearns, Jessica Bessner, Mick Scheeff, For oo

Roger and Debbe Smith (Rick’s brother and sister-in-law), Don Hudson, support and Encouragement
Lilly Conn, Patricia Cendrowski, Andre Tompkins, Bev Wurm, Alexander

Young, David Edsall, Hope Manuelle, Jimmy Watson, and for all U.S.
troops, home and away.

On the death of Charles Newcomer, 87, at the Pleasantview Nursing Home, on
December 31. Charles is survived by his wife, Madeline, and son, Tom (Jane), and
pmyer%/ grandchildren and great grandchildren; On the death of Kristen Schilling, 39, (Anne

\ Schilling’s daughter) on December 25, at home in Pittsburg, PA. On the death of Cliff
N\ Coe (beloved friend of Janelle Eccleston); On the death of Renee Colvard (Brenda
Z, :>~ Torrey’s sister) on December 31; On the death of Diana Cone (Joe Stanley’s friend)
who died on December 31; Following the suicide by a former student of Terri Bobak’s
Sorrow and Comfort ON Sunday morning and for the Lewins family; On the death of Maureen Kelly (nee
Romanoff), (mother of Nora Cimperman who is wife of our city councilman, Joe
Cimperman).

Celebratio
On the birth of two Great-Grandchildren to Brenda Torrey: a girl to granddaughter . an /
Kelein and a boy to granddaughter Krystal, both born on January 14, 2011 at Metro Th‘vnkfgz ng
hospital. So rare is it that sisters give birth on the same day at the same hospital
that Fox 8 did a story on them!

NOTE: Prayers are being posted in the Diaconate/Leadership room AND NOW ON THE BULLETIN BOARD
NEAR THE COFFEE/TEA AREA just prior to worship for that day. Also, If you would like to be included on
the weekly e-mail Prayer List that is based on the prayers from Sunday Worship Service, please e-mail
PastorAllen@FranklinCircleChurch.org and request to be added.

Disciples Closet

Baby, it’s cold outside. The cold weather is here! Please keep donations to
seasonal items only. There is limited storage space for spring & summer items.
As always there is a greater need for men’s clothing: most requested items are
jeans, t-shirts, sweatshirts, underwear, socks, thermal undershirts & long johns.
Hats, gloves & scarves are always in need, as well as coats, boots, and
shoes— especially boots.

y Pastor Allen now has a blog! (Yes... it took a while, but he finally came
O(\Pada’/ ¢ around!) Go to it at: http://nearwestclevepastor.wordpress.com/ You can
/\@’6{06 subscribe to it and get it in your e-mail box. Just put your e-mail into the box
on the right and click the “Sign Me Up” button.

Page 6
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New & Inquiring Members Class
Four Mondays In February: 7, 14, 21, 28 @ 7-8:30 p.m.

Over four Mondays in February our church will offer a New & Inquiring Members
Class for all persons who have recently joined our church as well as for anyone else
who is interested in knowing more about the church. Each week will cover different
aspects of church membership:

February 7: Christianity Amongst The Worlds Great Faith Traditions
February 14: Exactly Who Are Those “Disciples Of Christ?”

February 21: What’s So Special About Franklin Circle Christian Church?
February 28: Visioning Gathering (7-9 p.m.)

Led by Pastor Allen and the Officers of the congregation, these classes will be a
relaxed and friendly place to learn and to build new friendship. This will be a chance
not only for you to get to know more about our church and the church in general, but
to find out about how you can best share your gifts and graces in and for the
community.

You are strongly urged to be at all four classes to get the most out of the sessions.
Please RSVP by either e-mailing Pastor Allen at
PastorAllen@FranklinCircleChurch.org or calling the church office. Certificates will be
given to all who complete both classes.

REVERENDFUN COM QOPYRIGHT Q. INC

WILL YOU PLEASE PICK UP ALL YOUR Thanks to Tosiah Gilman
CLOTHES? LEPERS ... | HEAL LEPERS
A T In Case Of Bad Weather...

%ﬂ}}lo{ d Did you know that Franklin Circle Christian Church is part of the iAlert
QL7as™ system? When bad weather is upon us, and you are unsure about

\{ J@%‘ QU whether or not church activities are cancelled, watch WKYC Channel 3
7 \Kn()W and see if “Franklin Circle Christian Church” is listed. You can also call
/ \ A the church’s voicemail or go to the home page of the church’s website to
\?_(L%V) 0 check to see if we are open.

[
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Blessing Boxes

The Christian Women'’s Fellowship has spent one month each year as a special prayer and offering time.
We have done this for at least 20 years. A blessing box which is a small offering box can be picked up at church
on Sunday January 30™ along with a prayer calendar. The prayer calendar will give suggestions on what to pray
for each day. The blessing box can receive a small amount even as small as a penny, each day or for each
prayer you make. The offerings in the blessing boxes can be turned in Sunday March 6.

The offerings that are turned in-in answer to prayers are given to special places among those is the
Cleveland Christian Home, Women’s Outreach Center (at Franklin Circle), and the Camp Fund.

This is one way where all the people of Franklin Circle can be involved in an on going project to the
betterment of some good places. Would you please join us this year?

ONON ORYLN bhIneNAY0

To my dear friends, may God bless
you all! Franklin Circle church has
been my family’s home church since
1946 and will be so for my lifetime. --
-Marilyn Molter

Other greetings came from the
following:

Key Bank

Darin Collin

Al Betts and Sharon Fakadej
Claire Munley
Eleanor Eyring
Larry Crell
Brenda Torrey
Andrea King
Linda Hughes
Michael Reed
Kathy Patterson
Norma Stearns

Ohio Valley Supply

Steve and Caroline Rubin

Jane and Jay Cheiky and Family
Janelle Eccleston and Family
Jim and Sue Schimmel

Patricia Brashers and Family
Jean Borrelli and Family
Regional Church Office

Pastor Allen

Dallas and Pearl Reed

Lutheran Hospital

Joe Stanley

Sisters of Charity Health System
Patricia Cazier

Meredyth McKenzie

Deacon Eric E. Neshy

Christian Church Foundation
Ron Aaron Sermack and Eric Jones

Sharon Thomas
Page 8
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Our guest preacher for February 13" will be Marc Blakesley, a
ministry colleague of Pastor Allen’s. He will be preaching on the line
“Lead us not into temptation” from the Lord’s Prayer.

Marc was nurtured in faith at First Congregational United Church
of Christ (UCC) in Alexandria, Minnesota, and is a graduate of the
Yankton College School of Theology in South Dakota. He has been
a visiting preacher in pulpits from New York City to Hawaii and
Puerto Rico to Seattle. Marc has professional ministry experience
as a chaplain in a residential treatment center, a local church youth
minister, and most recently as Assistant to the Executive Director of
the Saint Paul Area Council of Churches. He is the founder and
principle consultant for SPECIAL FOLK, a consulting practice working
with clergy and congregations in designing creative and cutting edge worship experiences. Marc

serves on the Board of Directors of the UCC Coalition for LGBT Concerns and is in town for the
Winter Board meeting.

-"."f‘
A A

Marc shares a home with his partner, Peter Lee, and their dog, Stanley, in New Brighton,
Minnesota.

N\ @ Volunteer opportunity: The weekend Community Youth Program needs your
help! Looking for volunteers to oversee activities. This does not need to be a full-
LEND time commitment. If you are available for one month, or one Saturday or Sunday a
A HAND month, we would appreciate it. Activities include, but are not limited to, computer
lab, cooking, crafts, playing basketball. We hope to offer dance classes and chef demonstrations

soon. Also, Bev Wurm will be leading a gardening program. Please see Colleen Munley if you are
interested.

Snow Blower Needed

Monique, our custodian, and the Upkeep Team would be grateful for the
donation of a used snow blower (in good condition) to help keep the pathways
around the church clear of snow this winter. Please speak to Al Betts if you T
have one to donate. Help A Sister Out

Youth Group News

% Sub Sale, Super Bowl Sunday, February 6, 2011

Please support our youth group, as we raise funds to attend
Camp Christian this summer. Thank you for your support! A
Bake Sale will also be held by the Worship & Wonder Class.
Come pick up your subs & bake goods after worship.

Two of our high school youth are attending the U.N. Seminar
trip. Jessie Bessner and Tori Scheeff will join other C.Y.F youth from across the

state on February 25th. This group will travel to Washington D.C. and New York
City. Want to know more? I'm sure both girls would be happy to tell you all about it.

Page 11




Coming Soon to Franklin Circle Christian Church

The Christian Children’s Fellowship is almost here. This group is for
children in the 3™ — 5" grades. They also are known through camp as the
, “Partnership.” | have been working with Al Betts on getting a room set up for
@ them. We chose a room and just recently got the heat to work in it. All that's
left is finding a home for all the archive material that is in the room on the floor. |
o< am hoping to have it all ready and to start meeting in late February or early
A March. We will be planning our own activates and working with other district
Christian churches, as the Christign Church in Ohio has nothing for this group except for
Children's Camp. If you have any |d9as, please Igt me know._ | would love for you to come
Fellowship by and share your story with us. We will get more into that when the room is
ready. Start thinking now about whether you would be interested in sharing with
us.

Already running is the Children’s Worship & Wonder. It is a wonderful
worship time for children from 3 yrs old to 5" grade. They not only hear
stories from the Bible, but they get time to spend with God. | have asked

’
for story tellers and greeters to volunteer their time to this area of o\l\\"'d"e;,_
worship. If you are interested, | invite you to join me on February 19" at o3
10 a.m. in the Chapel. | am hosting a get together then. | will have %— Q -
materials for both story tellers and greeters: a CD and song book for the - :\9'
music we sing every Sunday. Children’s Worship & Wonder will also 4‘,0& \J

have a bake sale the day of the sub sale to help raise money for camp.
Yes, itis only February and we are talking camp! It will be here before
we know it. This year there are only two or three going to camp. The
campers are Kiaira Woods, Kiasia Woods, and, hopefully, Robert Bryant.

Blessings to all,
Michelle Brown
Children’s Director

Pastor’s Corner (Continued from Page 2)

Disciples engaged in worship and mission.

"We really liked this image for so many reasons," said Patricia Case, director of program and
marketing for the General Assembly. "It illustrates telling it, literally in the form of the three main
figures. But it emphasizes that our actions speak as loudly as our words."

Franklin Circle Christian Church will consider getting a group to go to the Assembly this summer, as
it is one of the closer assemblies to Cleveland. If you are interested, please speak to Pastor Allen
as soon as possible so that we can begin to make arrangements.

For more information go on the web to: www.disciples.org/ga
Pastor Allen Page 12
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A tribute to my precious daughter, Kristen,
who died on Christmas morning, 2010.

Comfort

...ToThose | love and Those Who Love Me:

When | am gone, release me. Let me go. —
| have so many things to see and do.

You mustn't tie yourself to me with tears.

Be happy that we had so many beautiful years.

| gave to you my love. You can only guess
How much you gave to me in happiness.

| thank you for the love you each have shown,
But now it's time | traveled on alone.

At A Time Of Need
So grieve awhile for me, if grieve you must.
Then let your grief be comforted by trust.

It's only for awhile that we must part, To Pastor Allen and my Franklin Circle Church
So bless the memories within your heart. Family:

Words cannot express my heartfelt gratitude for
all the prayers, cards, phone calls, love and
concern shown to me during my recent
bereavement at the loss of my sister.

| won't be far away, for life goes on.

So if you need me, call and | will come.
Though you can't see or touch me, I'll be near.
And if you listen with your heart, you'll hear

All my love around you soft and clear. May God'’s richest blessings be upon you all.
. Brenda Torrey

And when you must come this way alone,
I'll greet you with a smile, and say
"Welcome Home".

Your love and prayers comfort me and
give me strength.
Anne

The December 3rd Sunday meal, consisting of homemade ham salad and
vegetable soup, were enjoyed by all. The special treat of a delicious cake was
provided by Women in Construction who donated their time to help serve and

provide the dessert. We are very thankful for their generosity. Rachael Movial
Fccdmg Ommumﬂl (Patty Adams daughter) suggested the women join us to serve a meal, as she is a
member of the group. A special thank you to Norma and Claire for preparation of
the foods served at our December 3rd Sunday meal, and our many volunteers who always give their
time.

Christmas dinner at Franklin Circle Christian Church, brought several faiths together to serve a
meal to our many guests who enjoyed ham, sweet potatoes, green beans, potato salad, salad,
cranberry juice, roll and butter, and sweet potato pie with whipped cream. Many youth from around
Cleveland and the suburbs joined us for a fun-filled day. We are very thankful for the wonderful
volunteers who gave of their time for others. Everyone took home a pack of Christmas cookies
made by the wonderful members of the church as well as friends of the church. A special thank you
to Fay Ball for the snack appetizers and cookie packs that were given out. It was a simply joyous
day.

Food Ministry Group (FMG)
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Franklin Circle Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ)

1688 Fulton Road

Cleveland, Ohio 44113 -3096

ForALLGodd6s Chil dren
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Sunday Worship - 10:30 am (9:30 am Jun - Aug) Contact us:

Adult Sunday School -9:00 am & 9:30 am Sun. (Sept - May) Phone (216) 781-8232  Fax (216) 781-0013

Visit us on the web at: www.FranklinCircleChurch.org

Sunday Sc he®30amSun. (Sepd - May)

Childrends Wor s10i5@ams&Sur(e:b0crm Jun SAug) Pastor: Allen Harris ( PastorAllen@FrankinCircleChurch.org )

Mid -Week. Bible Study - 7:00 pm Wed. Secretary: (info@FranklinCircleChurch.org)
Youth Group (Middle and High School) - 6:00 pm Mon. Editor: Cody Corrigan Messenger@FranklinCircleChurch.org )

Mission Statement

Our mission is to empower disciples to serve and glorify God. We care for

the spiritual needs of a culturally diverse community, encourage creativity, and

awaken people to the joys of life with Jesus Christ. We are open to and affirming

of all people, regardless of gender, race, age, culture, ethnic background, sexual
orientation, economic circumstance, or difference in ability as we continue to em-

body our vision of Godobés peadc
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