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In This Issue  

Vacation Bible School (VBS) is a week-long,       

in-depth education experience for children ages 3 to 
12 years to grow in their faith and deepen their      
understanding of the Bible.  This year we will be    

following Christôs Life and Ministry from the boy Jesus 
at the Temple to His appearance to Mary Magdalene.  
There will be lessons, crafts, music, computers, 

drama, and much more!  Bible lessons for this yearôs 
VBS include the boy Jesus in the temple (Luke 2:41-
52), Jesus is baptized (Mark 1:9-11), Jesus in the  

wilderness (Matthew 4:1-11), Jesus and children (Luke 18:15-17), and 

Jesusô appearance to Mary Magdalene (John 20:11-18).  

Older youth also participate as assistants to the teaching and program 

staff, all of whom are members of Franklin Circle Christian Church.  The 
Director of VBS is once again Michelle Brown.  Children from the church 

and neighborhood are all welcome.  

 This summerôs VBS will be August 2nd through 6th from 5:30 pm to 
8:30 pm and will include dinner.  Children can sign up on Sundays with       

Michelle, or call the church office to R.S.V.P.  As always, we need you to 
make VBS the best it can be!  No matter what your gifts or talents may 
be, there is a place for you to volunteer.  For example, we could use 

someone to do registration and photo taking.  To volunteer or for more 
information, contact Michelle Brown at DOCMichelleDOC@aol.com 
  

Vacation Bible School at FCCC 

August 2-6, 2010  

5:30-8:30 pm 

July 2010 

Vacation Bible School is Almost Here!  

     Children Worship & Wonder are planning a few 

things for the summer.  We will be making cards for 
and singing at some of the nursing homes around the 
church!  We are having a carnival on July 24, from 1 

pm -5 pm, to raise money for our program.  We will 
have a bounce house, face painting, dunking tank, 
and lots of games .  If you get     hungry, there will be 

pizza, popcorn, pop, and snow cones.   

Tickets are only 50 cents each, but some things will cost more than one 

ticket.  For more information see Michelle Brown or Tara Bobak.  

mailto:docmichelledoc@aol.com
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As I write this, the oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico has grown larger than the area of Lake Erie,   
according to the Cleveland Plain Dealer.  I pray to God that by the time you read this the leak will 

have been stopped and a full recovery begun.  It seems that the charge given by God to humanity to 
ñhave dominion over the earth,ò in the first few chapters of the book of Genesis, have again been 
misinterpreted as ñdominateò rather than ñcare for/have stewardship of.ò  Yet, in typing this I am 

aware that there are so many complex issues of human sin and error that have gone into this       
disaster that it feels futile in discussing it.  But discuss it we must, for it has lessons to be learned by 

all of us.    

There are big lessons to be learned from this, about how we citizens have given over enormous 
power to large corporations who often, but not always, put profit over and above safety and in whom 
we become dependent as monopolies multiply and competition evaporates.  We have, yet again, 
learned the importance of ensuring our government is (that is, ñwe, the peopleò are) carefully and 

constantly overseeing the safety and security of potentially dangerous activities, rather than simply 

allowing them to happen unsupervised until a problem arises.    

But there are also small, more personal, lessons to be learned from the oil spill.   We have been 

painfully reminded how we as individuals have become complacent with our use of gasoline and  
petroleum products, and have become distanced from the intricate and complex interconnected web 
of life that allows us to do anything and everything we do day in and day out.  When we leave our 

car to idle in the driveway, we contribute to our dependence on oil and our communityôs disdain for 
the environment.  When we drive to the closest destinations down the street or around the corner, 
we increase our own perceptions that we cannot live without oil and thus will pay almost anything 

asked to make sure we have a constant and uninterrupted supply of it.  When we buy products     
regardless of how much packaging or materials were used in providing it or how far it traveled to get 
to us, we increase the demand for petroleum products and insure companies will take more and 

more risks to meet the demand.    

Our congregation, in recent years, has taken steps to support children and youth in our church 
and in the community at large.  Weôve upgraded our nursery and invested in the Children Worship & 

Wonder materials.  We hired a Youth Director and have integrated children and youth into more of 
the activities of our congregational life.  We send as many children and youth to camp and          
conference as we possibly can.   We also have a lending library cart available during the community 

hour on Sundays. 

Let me propose that taking the oil spill seriously, and committing ourselves to reducing our    
consumption of gasoline and other petroleum products is yet another faithful way of showing our 
support for children, youth, and families.  After all, it is they who will ultimately have to bear the brunt 

of this disaster, and future ones as well.  I promise you, children and youth of our church and     
community, to do my part, in both big and small ways, to insure you have a better world in which to 

live, and grow, and thrive!  Wonôt you join me?  

Godôs Grace Is Abundant! 

Pastor Allen    

Oil and Our Childrenôs Future 



On July 11th the Rev. Jim Schimmel  will celebrate his 45th Ordination              

Anniversary and on August 23 the Rev. Dick Elwell  will celebrate his 40th Ordina-
tion Anniversary.  Congratulations to both of these wonderful men who heard a   
calling and answered it.  We are all beneficiaries of their dedication to God and man.  

    Thanks to all the youth who helped with the weeding around the parking lot and 

the repainting of the lines for parking spaces, including: Jessie Bessner, Cristina 
Jorge, Amber Bessner, Becky Raspe, Tori Scheeff, Wolfe Pavlick, Andrea 
Cook, Xena Lowthar, and Youth Director, Colleen Munley .  A very special 

thanks goes to Joe Bobak , who secured the use of the line painter!  Thanks to all 
who made our service and mini-safety fair for National Missing Childrenôs Day, May 

25, a success:  Michelle Brown, Tara Bobak, Joe Stanley, Felix DeJesus, Nancy Ruiz, Bob 

Shores, and Commander Keith Sulzer.   Thanks to Jim Robinson  for the gracious gifts of the   
Geraniums for the Memorial Sunday ñFlowers Of Loveò service on May 30.  Thanks to all who 
helped make the Pentecost Celebration a wonderful success, including Jake Pruitt  and all the choir 

members, Joe Stanley , the writer and director, and his actors: Robert Bryant, Ruth Kroll, Larry 
Crell, Cody Corrigan, and Jay Cheiky  

    Congratulations to Jay Cheiky on his reaffirmation 

of Baptism on May 30th. Congratulations to Daniel 
Zenda  on his baptism at his church in Oberlin on 
May 23ðNorma Stearns was present for the      

wonderful occasion. Congratulations to Bev Wurm  
who was honored Thursday, May 20th as Senior of 

the Year in Ward 3 by Councilman Joe Cimperman and Mayor Frank 

Jackson; ; Congratulations to Ruth Kroll  on her retirement from Metro 
Hospital as Nurse Anesthesiologist on June 4.  Congratulations to Andrew J. Stearns , Normaôs 
grandson, who graduated from Cleveland State University May 15 with a Bachelor's degree in      

Information Systems.  Congratulations also to Jim Vernon , Leila Streidlôs grandson-in-law, who 
graduated from Cleveland State University with a Masterôs degree in Public Administration and to 

Ashley Maurico , Janelle Ecclestonôs granddaughter, who graduated from Lorain High school.  

CWF is collecting cancelled stamps of all kinds.  They would love to have any 

special issue stamps as well as the standard flags and flower stamps that come to 

you on your mail.  Please tear off the corner with the stamp and bring them with you 

to church and put them in the container at the rear of the sanctuary or give them to 

any member of the Christian Womenôs Fellowship.  - Leila Streidl Page 3 

    Attention all women of CWF !  Our "Installation of Officers " meeting will be held 

on August 14, from 1pm to 3pm in the chapel with Jane Cheiky as our hostess.         
Remember, all women of FCCC are members of CWF. If you want more information or 
would like to attend please contact the CCF Secretary, Patty Groetsch, at (440) 356-

0547.  -  Patty Groetsch 

Christian Womenôs Fellowship 

Memberôs 411 
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Remember our middle school age youth and counselors as they attend Chi-Rho camp July 

11th-17th. The theme this year is ñThe Holy Spirit, You Are Not Alone.ò   We have 7 youth & 2   
counselors attending this year.  Campers include: Amber Bessner, Frankie Bessner, Brianna Hook, 
Dominique Locklear, Wolfe Pavlick, Kayleigh Raspe and Linda Rhode-Dugger.  Counselors include 

Joe Bobak and Colleen Munley.  Receiving mail at camp is a wonderful way to show your love and 
support while they are away from home.  Mail delivery is very slow, so please mail before the   

campers leave or very early in the week to: 

     Camperôs Name 
     Camp Christian 

     Magnetic Springs, Ohio 43036 
 
Another way to show your love and support is to ask the youth who attended camp about their 

experience.  For many of the youth, this is their first time at Camp Christian.  But of course, our 

youth who have attended for several years love to share their experiences also.  The camp and  
conference programs are very important to those of who know and love Camp Christian and we are 
blessed to belong to a congregation that upholds its importance.  Thank you for your generosity and 

support. 
 
New class forming:  Beginning in September there will be an official Chi-Rho fellowship class.  

Details coming soon.   

 

Youth Group News 

What does  Chi Rho Mean?  

The Chi Rho (pronounced ki -row) is probably the oldest cruciform used for 

the name of Christ. It was found written along the walls of the catacombs, 
which were the cemeteries of the early Christians and also a place where 

they held their secret meetings.  

 
The Chi and Rho are the first two letters in the Greek word for Christ. Our 

CH was one letter in Greek and was shaped like our X. The Greek R had the 

shape of our P. By combining the Rho (or P) to one arm of the Chi (or X) we 

get the symbol XP.  

Our Middle School youth group uses Chi Rho as their name and symbol.  -  Colleen Munley 

Date Church 
Worship and 

Wonder 
Total 

5/16 59 9 68 

5/23 64 9 73 

5/30 56 7 63 

6/6 56 7 63 



     It is said one should not judge someone until one walks a mile 

in their shoes.  After my first marathon in Michelleôs shoes, I can 
tell you that my feet hurt.  I donôt think I have ever thanked her for 
all the work that goes into putting out a newsletter ï so allow me 

a belated ñThank you!ò   How she did it, for the most part, alone, I 
will never understand.   I have a small team.  Since I am thanking people, I must 
thank Pastor Allen for taking the time to help me learn who submits articles from each group or 

team; the submitters of all of the article and reminders; Yvonne for her excellent proofing abilities 
and finding the time in her busy day to print out 335 copies for distribution; and Larry for kindly offer-
ing to fold, label, and secure each piece before driving downtown to the bulk mail department of the 

Post Office.  I am still shaking my head at Wonder Woman and questioning how she ever got it 

done. 

    Due to a formatting error, the last line of a Memberôs 411 item was cut out from 

the last issue of The Messenger.  It should have read ñon August 23 the Rev. Dick 
Elwell  will celebrate his 40th Ordination Anniversary.ò  Sincere apologies to Dick for 

this error. 

     Lastly, please have your articles and updates in by the 12th of the month, as 
there is a very short window between the deadline and the day we need to print and 

to ensure that the newsletter is received by the first of the month.  The submissions 
should be no longer than ½ page in length unless more is NECESSARY.  - Editor 

From the Editor  

    It has been a great journey witnessing Franklin Circle Christian Church continue to 
grow in spurts and gushes into community.  As Christians we must all regard the 

church or body of Christ, as one community, even though it is composed of many 
small communities.  Making this a reality lies in action rather than thought, and our 
beliefs at Franklin Circle Christian Church have translated into action!   Paul plead 

with the Corinthian Christians, while they were asserting their individual rights, that each is utterly 
dependent on the others.  Just as our hands, feet, eyes, and other bodily members function only as 
parts of the body, so it is with the body of Christ (Corinthians12:12). 

It seems that in the last few months we have had an avalanche of events!  The Anti-Racism 
Team has been busy planning and hosting events such as Dinner and A Movie, and A Night at The 
Apollo, as well as being involved in the formation of a new choir.  Widening The Circle events have 

been informative and pertinent.  It is no exaggeration to say that new members have been an almost 
regular occurrence, assimilating guests into members from all walks of life and diverse backgrounds 
ð smaller communities becoming one.  As you look at the various ministries in the church ð the 

meal program, food bag program, and clothing closet to name a few ð you see an enabling environ-
ment united in faith and purpose.  It has been a joy to watch as our members reach out with their tal-
ents and their hearts.  All of these things are what The Anti-Racism Team is about: being a welcom-

ing family to all.  - Janelle Eccleston 

Anti -Racism Team  
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    Norma Stearns was awarded the Church Women United ñAward of 

Honorò this past month.  Individuals are nominated for the award by   
submitting a list of reasons that a candidate should be the winner.  With 
Norma, that had to be one long list!  She was awarded a pin and a plaque 

for her accomplishments.  Congratulations! - Leila Streidl 


