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In This Issue 
          Many of you will be joining us for a 
little quiet time away from the normal hustle 
and bustle of life by attending the All Church 
Retreat November 5-6 at River’s Edge Re-

treat Center.  At the retreat there will be fel-
lowship with other Franklin Circle folks, some 
time for worship and reflection, and a chance 
to ponder some questions about the "next 
chapter" in the life of this dynamic and di-
verse urban congregation.  But this event is 
just the beginning of a year of exploring who 
God is calling us to be as a community of 

faith in three, five, or maybe even ten years! 
     We’ve been calling this a ―strategic plan-
ning process,‖ but don't be put off by the formal-sounding language.  That's just 
one way of saying that we want to be faithful and intentional in discerning God's 
dreams for our church in the future.  Also, if you are unable to make it to the re-

treat, don't fret that your voice won't be heard!  This is simply the first step in a 
much longer and careful process where we will make sure every voice will be 
heard and every perspective honored. 
     On Sunday, November 14 at the Official Church Board meeting we will 

elect a Strategic Planning Team to guide us through the process.  They will be 
hosting listening groups where you will have a chance to voice your concerns, 
your needs, and your hopes about this church and listen to your stories.  They will 
be gathering detailed data about this congregation, and charting it so that we can 

more easily see who we are in order to imagine who we might be.  They will also 
be gathering detailed data about our community, both the neighborhood we know 
as the Near West Side/Ohio City, and about the larger city and region.  Along the 
way they will update us as to their findings, showing us trends and possibilities, 
and reflecting back to us our understanding of God’s great vision for Franklin Cir-
cle Christian Church. 
     Sometime next year, after all the stories have been heard, data collected, and 
dreams collated, they will present to us a big, bold, audacious proposal.  It may be 

as familiar as ―stay the course!‖  It may be as interesting as ―keep going, but 
change course!‖  Or, it may be as dramatic as ―stop everything and start 
again!‖  Whatever the plan may be, you will have your say, and the congregation 
will get to decide what to follow and what to pitch, what makes sense and what to 
put on hold.  No matter what, it will mean change, even if that change is only in 

our perceptions and hopes. 
     Be a part of the process!  Watch for invitations to share in the coming months. 

November 2010 

All Church Retreat Is Only The Beginning 

As We Explore A New Chapter In Our Church’s Story! 
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New Chapters In Familiar Old Books 

 I know not everyone in the congregation likes books and reading in the same way, but I have 

always been a book lover.  I don’t take nearly as much time these days to read, but I do read, and 
enjoy it greatly when I do.  One of the things I like the most, especially in a good novel, is the way in 
which the author moves from one chapter to the next.  Sometimes writers are particularly creative in 

their ―chapter-ing.‖  Barbara Kingsolver, in her great epic about Christian missionaries in Africa, The 
Poisonwood Bible, actually wrote each chapter from the vantage point of one or the other of the 
women in the missionary family. 

  
What can be most intriguing are the titles given to the chapters.  A reader might not discover 

until the last few sentences why that designation was given, or, the heading might actually lead the 

reader into helpful assumptions about the chapter.  Likewise, a good novelist will allow some 
movement or action or character development to happen in between chapters to move the story 
along. 

  
The history of any congregation is often written in stages, like the chapters of a novel.  In our 

Strategic Planning Process, based on the work of the Rev. Jacquline Lewis, pastor of Middle Church 

in New York City where I did part of my Study & Renewal Leave in 2009, looks at the process of 
visioning God’s future for a congregation through the metaphor of chapters in a book.  In the book 
called ―A History Of Franklin Circle Christian Church,‖ if you had to name the chapter of which is just 

now coming to a close, what chapter title would you give it?  If you could imagine the chapter heading 
that is opening upon us in the coming few years, what label would you give it?  Most importantly, dear 
FCCC authors, what action or character development has to take place in-between these two 

chapters, the one now ending and the one just beginning, in order to make a smooth transition to the 
future? 

  

The All Church Retreat which will take place on November 5-6 is just the first step of a careful, 
faithful, and yet courageous process which will take place in the coming year as together we look at 
all the ways in which this congregation needs to respond to God’s leading and God’s calling in order 

to live into the mission with which this church has been gifted.  All options are open, if we are truly 
faithful followers of Christ! 

  

I, along with the officers of the church, have taken the lead on guiding this process, but the 
Official Church Board and the congregation have the responsibility for making this happen.  There will 
be the need – no, the necessity – for ample, open, and honest dialogue.  There is no time like the 

present for your voice and vision to be heard, and we all must fully invest ourselves in the process in 
order for it to work. 

  

In the coming months I will make myself even more available for conversation.  On 
Wednesday, November 17 at 6 p.m. before Bible Study I will be in the Friendship Room of the church 
for open conversation with anyone who would like to ask questions about the Strategic Planning 

process, or any other question.  Each month I will offer such opportunities at different times and 
places so that you have every opportunity to share your concerns and, hopefully, get answers to your 
questions. 

  
Gratefully Your Pastor, 

Allen 



 November 14 & 21 Thanksgiving Offering 
Supports Education 

     The education we choose reflects who we want to become. More 

and more, students who want to make a difference in the world are 
choosing Disciples higher educational institutions.  At the 21 theologi-
cal institutions, universities, and colleges related to the Christian 

Church (Disciples of Christ), students discover vast opportunities to 
educate the heart, the mind, and the soul. 
     Student and campus ministry programs provide more than worship 

and Bible study – they welcome students to the campus community, 
where they find life-long friends. Students also create and join in op-
portunities that make them better leaders and stakeholders in the 

church, in the workplace, and in the community.  Courses go beyond 
textbooks and inspire students to think about how they can change 
the world.  Professors, instructors, and mentors focus on the student’s 

academic progress and ethical development.  Students find life-changing opportunities to serve 
neighbors near campus, communities in other parts of the country, or across international borders.  
     For students answering God’s call to ministry, Disciples theological institutions challenge imagi-

nations and sharpen the skills needed to lead and minister with congregations in the 21st Century.  
     Your support of Disciples higher educational institutions through the Thanksgiving Special Offer-
ing, received on November 14 and November 21, makes a difference in the lives of the more than 

26,000 students who chose a Disciples education.  Please use the special envelopes provided, or 
mark your check clearly ―Thanksgiving Special Offering.‖   
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Member’s 411 
      Carmalita Brent is now officially a college student.  She is attending Ashworth College, online, for 

Bridal Consulting.  She is also still continuing her dream of owning her own business.  Put the word 
out that she is a Wedding Planner. 
    Chardonae Brent has made Honor Roll again due to her wonderful grades in school at Horizon 

Science Academy Cleveland Middle School and is now an official cheerleader.  Yeah!!! She made 
the team! Will keep you posted. 
    Chawn Brent is now attending the Cleveland Sight Center for Prep classes to help in daily living 

care and for training to further him with employment for the blind.  Congratulations to him.  Also, he 
is on the way to his career as he is attending Hadley School for the Blind.  
    Chardonae's birthday is coming up: November 14, she will be celebrating her 12th birthday!!! 

Carmalita and Chawn’s 14th wedding anniversary is December 31, 2010.  
  

National Railroad Day meeting 

Saturday, November 13, 2010 -- 10:00 am to noon 

     The All Aboard Ohio railroad transportation 

interest group will be meeting at Franklin Circle 

Christian Church.  The featured speaker will be Ken Prendergast, Executive 

Director of All Aboard Ohio.  The topic of the discussion will be National Railroad Day in 

Cleveland, Ohio in 2011.  Coffee and doughnuts will be served.  For more information, contact 

Steven Rubin at (216) 466-2284 and leave a message.  
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Date Church Youth Total 
Worship and 

Wonder 

9/12 75  85 10 

9/19 55 12 77 10 

9/26 48 14 71 9 

10/3 76  88 12 

10/10 62  70 8 

November 7 Colleen Munley 

November 14 Steve Rubin 

November 21 Community hour in 

gym 

November 28 Circle Sabbath Sunday 

Worship Leader Jada Eccleston 

Presiding Elder Patty Groetsch 

Table Elders Janelle Eccleston  

 Ralph Eyring  

Communion Set-up David Taylor 

Diaconate Cliff Wilson 

 Cody Corrigan 

 Andrea King 

 Larry Crell 

Elders And 

Deacons 

    All Church Retreat 

     Join us for a little quiet time away from the normal hustle and bustle of your life.  There will be 
fellowship with other Franklin Circle folks, some time for worship and reflection, and a chance to 
ponder some questions about the "next chapter" in the life of this dynamic and diverse urban 

congregation.  Don't be put off by the formal-sounding "strategic planning" language.  That's just one 
way of saying that we want to be faithful and intentional in discerning God's dreams for our church in 
the future.  Also, if you are unable to make it to the retreat, don't fret that your voice won't be 

heard!  This is simply the first step in a much longer and careful process where we will make sure 
*every* voice will be heard and *every* perspective honored. 
What: An All-Church Retreat for a little time away, plus sharing in the first stage of our Strategic 

Planning Process 

When: the evening of Friday, November 5 and all day November 6, 2010 

Where: River’s Edge Retreat Center, 3430 Rocky River Dr., Cleveland, OH 44111 ~ http://

www.riversedgecleveland.com 

Who: Anyone who regularly participates in the life of Franklin Circle Christian Church is eagerly 

encouraged to attend! 

Why: To help our community live faithfully into the next chapter that God is writing for us and for our 

church! 

How Much: $70 (includes overnight accommodations, 3 meals, and meeting room); $55 for those 
on limited budget (includes all the above) and $25 day rate (3 meals and help with meeting 

room cost. NO overnight). 

    If you’d like a registration form, please come by or call the church office and it can be mailed or     

e-mailed to you! 

http://www.riversedgecleveland.com
http://www.riversedgecleveland.com


Our Choir Needs Your Voice!!! 

    Franklin Circle Christian Church debuted it’s very own gospel choir way back 

in April, and we’re still going strong!  With a handful of performances under our 

belt, we’re rip-roaring and ready to go.  We have recently started singing back-

up for Scott Posey during Sunday services, and there are also plans in the works for a special 

Christmas celebration filled with music and merriment to celebrate the birth of our Lord.  

    No previous experience is required, and you don’t even have to know how to read music.  The 

only requirements are a willing heart and the desire to sing to and about our Lord!  We’re an easy-

going group that strives to worship God with our hearts and voices, and have fun doing it.  

    We rehearse every Sunday at 12:15, and you are more than welcome to show up and sing with 

us, or just hang out in the sanctuary to watch a practice or two.  If you’re interested in joining our 

choir, or just want to learn more, please see Jake Pruitt.  You could also let Pastor Allen or any other 

worship team member know, and they’ll be sure to pass along the message!  

 

This upcoming Veteran’s Day, November 11th, Applebee’s will 

thanks our nations veterans and active duty military by inviting them 

to their neighborhood Applebee’s for a free meal.  Be sure to bring 

proof of service with you and call any Applebee’s if you have any 

questions. 
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Community Thanksgiving Service 

 For the second year in a row the Near West Side churches will share in a 

Community Thanksgiving Service at Franklin Plaza Nursing Home, 3600 
Franklin Blvd., on Wednesday, November 24 at 6:30 p.m.  As with last year, 
bringing our community together at one of our neighborhood institutions helps to 

build relationships and show the true meaning of the holiday.  Please join us as 
we give thanks to God alongside our neighbors.  Persons are invited to bring 

cookies to share after the service. 

 Franklin Circle Christian Church will also ―adopt‖ residents from the 

Nursing Home for special Christmas gifts and connections throughout the 
coming year.  If you would like to purchase a gift and visit one of the residents of 

Franklin Plaza, please contact Pastor Allen no later than December 1. 

    We are pleased that so many people have signed up for pictures 

for our latest edition of the church picture directory.  Your 8 x 10 
photos should arrive in time for the Christmas holidays, and the 
directories will be passed out after the first of the year.  If you have 

any questions, please feel free to contact me at 
cyurcak@netzero.com or 216-551-0453 --  Cheryl Yurcak 

mailto:cyurcak@netzero.com
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Widening The Circle Forum 

Islam And Our Muslim Neighbors 

 The November Widening The Circle Forum will be an exploration of 

the Islamic faith.  It will be held on Thursday, November 18 from 7 – 8:30 p.m.  
We hope to have a Muslim speaker from our community for this presentation.  

A discussion and refreshments will follow. 

 As always, there is no charge for this event. If childcare is needed, 

please call the church ahead of the event to let us know and it will be provided. For more 
information, go to the Forums page on our church’s website: http://www.franklincirclechurch.org/ 

WideningTheCircleForums.htm or call 216-781-8232. 

 Our Widening The Circle Forums provide a means for our congregation, neighborhood, and 

broader community to explore in a creative manner critical issues of diversity, hospitality, and 
inclusiveness. This is part of our commitment to be an Open & Affirming, Anti-Racist/Pro-

Reconciling, and Accessible Congregation. 

 Widening The Circle Forums are usually planned on a monthly basis and include a creative or 

interactive element (film, speaker, interactive exercises, etc.) ample time for discussion, and 
refreshments. There is never a charge, and suggestions for future topics, speakers, films are al- 

ways encouraged. 

Advent Season Begins November 28 

     The season of Advent, which includes the four Sundays prior to Christmas, and Christmas Eve, 

marks a time of preparing our hearts and minds for the celebration of the coming of Christ into our 

world and our lives.  Traditional themes for the season include 

hope 

darkness/light 

repentance 

watchfulness 

preparation 

expectation of the incarnation of Christ on Christmas 

anticipation of the fullness of time at Christ's second coming.  

  Rituals included in the season of Advent are: the Advent Candle Lighting ceremony, which is 
part of each Sunday’s worship service; prayer and study; the giving of service and gifts to those less 

fortunate; and attending worship. 

Disciples Closet   

     As the cold weather approaches we need to switch gears.  Please keep 

donations to seasonal items only.  There is limited storage space for spring & 

summer items.  As always there is a greater need for men’s clothing: most 

requested items are jeans, t-shirts, sweatshirts, under wear, socks, thermal 

undershirts & long johns.  Hats, gloves & scarves are always in need, as well as 

coats & shoes, especially boots.   
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It’s coming!  I know we keep saying that but it’s a lot like Judgment Day.  We 

know it’s coming — we just don’t know when. The Messenger will soon be delivered 

to your inbox in full color.  If you have an email address, be sure to call the church 

office and make sure it is on file.  Those without an email address will still have the 

newsletter mailed to them, but it will most likely be in black and white.  As always, 

there will be copies available at the door to the church throughout the month. The 

more copies that are sent out electronically, the more money the church can save on postage — so 

please do your part to help us be good stewards of the tithes and offerings given to the church.  

     

    Plan to attend the Church Women United Christmas Tea Friday, December 10 

at Church of the Saviour, 1537 Lee Rd., Cleveland Hts.  Bring finger food and gifts 
for the Cleveland Christian Home.  Call Norma Stearns or other members of the 
C. W. F. to pool rides. 

 
    All women are invited to the World Community Day service Friday, Nov. 5, 2010 
at 10 A.M. at Franklin Circle Church in the chapel.  The topic for the day is 

"Building the Beloved Community".  World Community Day is celebrated this day 
in each district of Church Women United.  The health kits we have been collecting all year will be 
dedicated at this service before delivering them to the Domestic Violence Center. 

    Each district of Church Women United is assigned a month to donate cookies and beverages  to 
the U.S.O.  Our district is responsible for November.  Please bring cookies to Franklin Circle on 
Sunday, Nov. 14.  Pack them in plastic food storage bags and label the top of container "U. S. 

O." .  Also write type of cookie and quantity.  Call Norma Stearns at 216-661-3769 with any 
questions or if you would like me to pick up the cookies.  I will deliver them to the U. S. 0. later that 
week. 

       Storytellers Needed! 

Do you want to be an inspiration to the children of our 
church?  Help them to grow spiritually and build their 

relationship with God!  You Can!  Volunteers are needed 

to be storytellers.  You don’t have to sit on the floor!  We 
can adapt the worship center to make everyone 

comfortable.  If you are interested in being a storyteller, 

please talk to Michelle Brown. 

                            From the Editor 

Youth Sunday, Sunday, November 7, 2010 

Please join the Youth Group, as they lead our congregation in worship on the first Sunday in 
November.  All our Youth are excited to share with their church family, a topic they studied at 
camp this summer. Worship will be in the Chapel, with a contemporary style.  Come out and 

support the youth of Franklin Circle. 

The CYF meeting time has changed back to  Monday at 

6:00 pm.  See you there!!!! 
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Prayers for Our Congregation 

     

Eleanor Eyring, Joe Stanley, Helen Wooley, LeRoy Deevers (Romain’s husband), 
Randy Buckingham, Clifford Porter, Irene Bobak, Joe Stanley, Suzanne Belsito 
(Michael’s sister), Francine Heath (Carmalita Brent’s sister-in-law), Neil Copeland, 
Cynthia Harris, Cory (Joe Bobak’s friend), Patty Groetsch, Peggy Corrigan (Cody’s 
aunt), Bill Hinderliter, Barbara Jenkins, Linda Bryant, Linda McCall (Barb Sofia’s 
sister), Carole Sauer, Leila Streidl, Willard Brummitt (Jake Pruitt’s uncle), Donna 

Misner and Ted Misner (Tammy Ball’s aunt and cousin), Terri Bobak, Tarnisha Linder and James Luster (via 
Robert Linder), Yvonne Hathorn, Claire Munley, Brenda Torrey, Scott Posey, Caroline Rubin, Lena Buck, 
Donnie Yates (Jake’s Uncle). 

Linda Swartz, Ed B. (via Sharon Thomas), Theresa Thunig, Eddie Lowthar’s 
grandchildren, Irvin Lamar, Lilly Con, Patricia Cendrowski, Andre Tompkins, 
Andrea Tompkins, Jr., Bev Wurm, Alexander Young, Andrea Bryant, Mrs. 
Booker, our troops serving at home and overseas, Sam Linder and Tammy 
Linder, Lonnie Linder, Josh & Crystal Pruitt (Jake’s brother and sister-in-law), 
Amber Taylor and family, Amy Yates (via Jake Pruitt), Leila Streidl and her daughter, Hope Manuelle, Melody 
Butler (via Patricia Brashers, Pam Bresnahan, Grace Mathis, Pauline Pohl, John & Christina Dykhuis and 
Ruth Zirkle (friends and family of Caroline Rubin); Steve Rubin, for the Linder and Luster families. 

NOTE: Prayers are being posted in the Diaconate/Leadership room just prior to worship for that day.   Also, If you 
would like to be included on the weekly e-mail Prayer List that is based on the prayers from Sunday Worship Service, 
please e-mail PastorAllen@FranklinCircleChurch.org and request to be added. 

On the death of James Kozimor (Evelyn Demchick’s son) on September 22; On the death 
of Daniel Thunig (Lilly Conn’s brother and Theresa Thunig’s son) on September 20;  For 
the gay youth and young adults who have committed suicide recently, and for their friends 
and families; on the death of Vickie Brummitt (Jake Pruitt’s aunt) who died September 25; 
On the death of Darlene Ball (Tammy’s sister), On the death of Lynn Hagan (Monique 
Lowther’s dear friend), On the death of Linda Swift (Doris Quisenberry’s sister) on 
September 6;  On the death of Ruth (Sharon Thomas’ aunt), On the death of Adam 
Grodzik (family friend of Scott Posey), for the Carter family following the death of their son, 
Ben Carter (Joe Bobak’s friend) in early October, On the death of Joe Roeder (Randy 

Knapp’s longtime) on October 8;  On the death of Aaron Ames (friend of Patrick Mohney); for Jennifer (friend 
of Sharon Thomas’) whose boyfriend died at age 38.   

    To my good and dear friends and fellow members:  

     As we approach Thanksgiving, let me express my gratitude for the ordination 
celebration which you gave both Jim Schimmel and me. On my behalf, let me share what 
a blessing it is to be a member of a church which celebrates all of who I am — while 

being patient with any flaws.  My family and friends were quite impressed with you as a 
congregation. A special thanks to our pastor, Allen. Your sermon was extraordinary! You were 
certainly at your best on that day.  For me, that day was being on Mt. Zion, Mt. Sinai, and Mt. Tabor 

all at once. It was a joy to be able to be free in the totality of who I am. It felt incredibly good. I do 
brag on you as a congregation every chance I get. May God continue to bless our lives together and 
the ministry in which we all share. 

On the wedding of Bill Golicic and Louise Clark on September 18; On the hiring of Michelle 
Brown as new Children’s Director on October 5; On the upcoming wedding of Eddie 
Lowther’s oldest son, Clayton; for Sue & Jim Schimmel and Jayne Ryan Kuroiwa 
representing FCCC at the Regional Assembly October 15-16. On the birth of Xavier Lugo to 
Edie Lugo (Joanne Hopkins daughter) on September 11, 2010. 
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2010 November Birthdays and Anniversaries 
Sunday  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 

1 Happy Birthday 

 
David Zenda 

2 Happy Birthday 

 
Eric Jones 

3 Happy Birthday 

 
David Bowen 

Etta Rowe 

4 

 

5 Happy Birthday 

 
Joe Sheppard, Jr. 

6 Happy Birthday 

 
Joseph Steigerwald 

7 Happy Birthday 

 
Gail McCreary 

8 

 

9 Happy Birthday 

 
Andrew Byrd 

Evelyn Demchik 
Marci Mazza-

Fredley 

10 11 12 Happy Birthday 

 
Tracey Nestir-

Cerovac 

13 

14 Happy Birthday 

 
Chardonae Brent 

15 16 Happy Birthday 

 
Roberta Davis 

Alize Forte 

Bonita Harris 

17 Happy Birthday 

Jason Aquila 
Sharon Fakadej 

Christopher 
McFadden 

18 Happy Birthday 

 
Mary Bowers 

TJ Bryant 
Scott Carney 
David Taylor 

19 Happy Birthday 

Katlin Taylor 
Lukas Taylor 

 

20 

 

21 22 Happy Birthday 

 
Julie Williams 

23 24 Happy Birthday 

 
Robert Bryant 

Randy Buckingham 
Wally Ryan 

Kuroiwa 

25 Happy Birthday 

 
Nicole Forst 

26 Happy Birthday 

 
Bill Spangler 

27 Happy Birthday 

 
Cody Corrigan 

Jacquenette Scott 

28 

 

29 Happy Birthday 

Hannah Belsito 
Mary Brogan 
Juliann Eve 

30 Happy Birthday 

 
Joe Stanley 

 

   

 

 

Caroline & 
Steve Rubin 

Pearl & 

Dallas Reed 

Allison & 

Robert Sauer 

Happy 
Anniversary 

Claude Pittman 
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November 2010 

Sunday  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 

 
 
See Sunday Class 

and Service 
Schedule listed at 

the top of this 
page. 

1 

 
12:00 -10:30 pm 
Church Director 
Photo by appt only 
9:30 Staff Mtg./ 
Friendship Room 
5:30 pm 
Yoga/Parlor 
6:00 pm CYF 

2   

 
12:00 -10:30 pm 
Church Director 
Photo by appt only 
6:30 pm Elder’s 
Meeting 

 
 

3 

6:00 pm 
Yoga/Parlor 
7:00 pm Bible 
Study/Chapel 
7:15 pm 
Band/Gym 

4 

4:30 pm Anti-
Racism 
Team/Chapel 

5 

9:00 am Christian 
Women 
United/Fellowship 
World Community 
Day/Chapel 

 
 

5:00 pm All Church 
Retreat 

 

6 

 
 
 
 

8:00 am All Church 
Retreat 

 

7   

    
 

10:30 am Youth 
Sunday-Sunday 
Worship 
12:00 pm Holiday 
Bake Sale/Gym 
12:15 pm Mission 
Council/Friendship 
Room 
7:30 pm NA/Gym 

8 
9:30 am Staff 
Meeting/Friendship 
Room 
5:30 pm 
Yoga/Parlor 
6:30 pm Evangelism 
& Publicity/Chapel 

6:00 pm CYF 

9 
7:00 pm Out On 
Franklin/Friend-
ship Room 

10 
10:00 am District 2 
Clergy 
Meeting/Parlor 
6:00 pm 
Yoga/Parlor 
7:00 pm Bible 
Study/Chapel 
7:15 pm 
Band/Gym 

11 
 
 

 

12 

 

MESSENGER 
DEADLINE 

 
 

13 
9:30 am All 
Aboard Train 
Meeting/Gym 

14 

12:30 pm Church 
Board 
Meeting/Parlor 
7:30 pm NA/Gym 

15 

9:30 am Staff 
Meeting/Friendship 
Room 
5:30 pm 
Yoga/Parlor 
6:00 pm CYF 

16 

3:00 pm WSM 
Market District 
Mtg./Chapel MC 
7:00 pm Ideals 
Class/Parlor 

 

17  6:00 pm 

Pastor’s Discussions 
Friendship Room 
6:00 pm 
Yoga/Parlor 
7:00 pm Bible 
Study/Chapel 
7:15 pm 
Band/Gym 

18 

7:00 pm Widening 
The Circle/Chapel 
MC 

19 20 

7:00 pm 2nd-hand -  
Clergyman/Chapel 

21 

11:30 am Third 
Sunday Meal/Gym 
7:30 pm NA/Gym 
 

22 

9:30 am Staff 
Meeting/Friendship 
Room 
5:30 pm 
Yoga/Parlor 
6:00 pm CYF 

23 

6:30 pm Christian 
Education/Chapel 
7:00pm Out On 
Franklin/Friend-
ship Room 

24  6:00 pm Yoga 

Parlor 
6:30 pm 
Thanksgiving 
Service @ Franklin 
Plaza Nursing 
Home 
7:00 pm Bible 
Study/Chapel 
7:15 pm 
Band/Gym 

25 

11:30 am 
Community Meal 
 

 

26 27 

10:00 am Fill Food 
Bags 

28 

Food Bag 
Distribution/Gym 
7:30 pm NA/Gym 
 

29  9:30 am Staff 

Meeting/Friendship 
Room 
5:30 pm 
Yoga/Parlor 
7:30 pm Book 
Discussion/Latitude 
41n 
6:00 pm CYF 

30

 

   

 

 

Sunday Class and Service Schedule: 

  9:00 – 10:00 am * Inquirer’s Class      9:30-10:30 am * Adult Class 

10:30 am * Worship     10:50 am * Children’s Worship and Wonder 
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Pastor Allen plays dress-up 

     On Saturday November 20th, 7 p.m. - 9 p.m. the ARC Team will be having our 

next sponsored event, ―Second-Hand  Clergyman,‖ to be held in the chapel. 
Suggested donation at the door will be one canned food item to be donated to 
our own Food Bag program. One dollar raffle tickets will go on sale October 16th 

through November 14th for a drawing for anyone interested in having a simple 
makeover during the event and having their own ―reveal‖ the night of the show. 
The winner’s outfit will be chosen from FCCC’s own clothing room to show the 

community the great resource our Clothes Closet really is!  

Haircut and / or makeup will be included, but optional! One name will be drawn on November 15 th 
and all proceeds will be donated toward the purchase of a new sound system for the church. Winner 

must be present on the 20th to get the ―makeover‖ and have their reveal. 

     In addition to the drawing, our own Pastor Allen will be dressed for a Sunday service from head 

to toe for twenty dollars (or less) from Unique Thrift Store and his before and after ―Big Reveal‖ will 
be the night of the event, hence the title ―Second Hand Clergyman.‖ Throughout the evening tips on 
saving money and stretching a dollar in these economically challenging times will be presented, from 

making your own cleaning products, low-cost recipes, and cheap health and beauty tips. 
Refreshments will be provided. Please mark your calendars and plan to come out for a fun-filled, 

informative event!  —  Janelle Eccleston 

Michelle Brown Hired As New Children’s 
Director 

    After a long discernment process about staffing at Franklin Circle 

Christian Church, the Official Church Board this past summer voted 
to add a part-time position of Children’s Director to our ministry 
team.  Over the summer resumes were solicited and in September 

interviews were held with candidates.  On October 5 the Personnel 
Department hired Michelle Brown to be our Children’s Director. 
    For many this was a natural choice as Michelle has been working 

with our children as Sunday School Teacher and Children Worship & 
Wonder Leader since 2000 and as Assistant Sunday School 

Teacher at Highland Christian Church prior to that.  Nonetheless, the Personnel Team wanted to 

insure that Michelle was seen as a fully viable candidate and to allow for the church to seek out 
the very best person possible for the job.  This has happened in our hiring of Michelle. 
    In addition to her work with children, Michelle has also worked at Hometown Buffet as line 

server, greeter, and cashier.  Here at the church she has also been the manager of the Summer 
Lunch Program, Administrative Manager of the Youth Enrichment Program, Chair of the 
Diaconate, and Stewardship Chairperson.  She currently serves as an Elder of the congregation. 

    In addition to overseeing the Children Worship & Wonder (CW&W) program on Sunday 
mornings, Michelle will recruit and train volunteers to lead CW&W and other children’s programs, 
will create and lead additional programming for children and their parents/caregivers, lead some 

Children’s Minutes in worship monthly, and, most importantly, will help to integrate children and 
children’s ministry into all aspects of the congregation’s life. 
    Michelle is also in the Licensed Ministry Program of the Christian Church in Ohio.  This position 

will fulfill the requirement that she be in a specific ministry position in a local church.  Pastor Allen, 
along with the Elders, mentors Michelle in following her call to ministry. 

    Please join us in welcoming Michelle to this new position!  



Mission Statement 

Our mission is to empower disciples to serve and glorify God.  We care for 

the spiritual needs of a culturally diverse community, encourage creativity, and 

awaken people to the joys of life with Jesus Christ.  We are open to and affirming 

of all people, regardless of gender, race, age, culture, ethnic background, sexual 

orientation, economic circumstance, or difference in ability as we continue to em-

body our vision of God’s peace and justice. 

Sunday Worship  -  10:30 am 

Adult Sunday School  -  9:30 am Sun.  

Sunday School “Lite” - 9:30 am Sun. 

Children’s Worship and Wonder  -  10:50 am Sun. 

Mid-Week. Bible Study  -  7:00 pm Wed. 

Youth Group (Middle and High School)  -  6:00 pm Mon. 

Contact us: 

Phone (216) 781-8232      Fax (216) 781-0013 

Visit us on the web at: www.FranklinCircleChurch.org 

Pastor: Allen Harris (PastorAllen@FrankinCircleChurch.org) 

Secretary: Yvonne Hathorn 

(YvonneHathorn@FranklinCircleChurch.org) 
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