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Your Ideas Are Valuable!  

 One of the unique elements of 
Franklin Circle Christian Church is our 
Mission Council.  It is a team made up 
of representatives from across the 
breadth of the congregation whose sole 
purpose is to encourage and support 
new and innovative ideas from people in the congregation.  These 
ideas might be about an event you think we ought to sponsor, a 
resource we ought to have available, a project we ought to 
undertake, or something thing else completely untried or 
unexpected! 

 Whether you consider yourself a ñfriend,ò ñvisitor,ò or 
ñmember,ò your ideas are welcome!  There are lavender colored 
ñEndeavorò forms sitting around the church.  Pick one up and fill out 
as much as you can.  Thereôs a white instruction sheet attached. If 
you donôt have any idea about some of the items on the form, such 
as budget or building use, then fill out as much as you can and give 
it to Janelle Eccleston, chair of the Mission Council, or drop it by/
mail it to the office.  Either Janelle or the Mission Council itself will 
help you think through the process. 

 Some ideas naturally go to existing Teams.  For example, if 
you want to start a new Sunday School Class, that idea would go to 
the Christian Education Team and they would help you make your 
idea a reality.  But many ideas donôt have any natural place to ñtake 
root,ò and they are nurtured by the Mission Council.  Some 
examples include support to send folks to a retreat, showing a 
movie about race and discussing it, and helping to underwrite a fun 
trip on the Cuyahoga Valley Railroad.  But the skyôs the limit! 

 The Mission Council meets on the first Sunday of every 
month.  You will want to get your Endeavor form to the Council as 
early as possibleðat the very least a couple of months ahead of 
time.  This will ensure plenty of time, if approved, for adequate 
planning and promoting your event or opportunity. 

 So get those thinking caps on and ask your heart the 
questionðòWhat would make this church an even more vital and 
faithful place?ò   Be prepared for the answers that may come to you, 
and be willing to step out in faith to try and make those answers a 
reality here at Franklin Circle Christian Church! 

 

Weôre the kind of 

people Jesus would 

hang out with. 
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 Every now and then one of the things that I worry about is the possibility 
that I, or this church, might waste someoneôs time.  Our time is precious.  It is a 
part of us as much as our breath, our blood, or our money.  I just hate the 
thought that someone might come to an event or meeting or volunteer for a 
service project and, somewhere in the midst of it, begin thinking, ñI could better 
use my time somewhere else.ò 

 No doubt this has always been an issue for humanity.  Certainly with the advent of clocks, 
technology, and the very 21

st
 century ability to multitask and fill our time with innumerable 

possibilities, the need to be prudent with the use of our volunteerôs time is critical.  No longer do 
people give the Church complete latitude with their time, in large part because the Church doesnôt 
command the same respect nor central place in society that it did even fifty years ago.  Whether we 
like it or not, for many people Church is one more option amongst many others that vie for our 
attention, energy, and, yes, time. 

 So I am very  aware that volunteers do almost everything that happens here at this church.  I 
am the only full-time paid staff.  Yes, we have some wonderful, amazing, and dedicated staff 
members.  Even so, I happen to know that each one of them gives over and above the hours for 
which they are paid, some quite a bit. 

 So in order to avoid wasting our volunteersô time, we might ask how much is our volunteer 
time worth?  According to the website IndependentSector.org the estimated dollar value of volunteer 
time for 2010 was $21.36 per hour.  The estimate helps acknowledge the millions of individuals who 
dedicate their time, talents, and energy to making a difference.  Charitable organizations like our 
church can use this estimate to quantify the enormous value volunteers provide. 

 According to the Corporation for National and Community Service, about 63.4 million 
Americans, or 26.8 percent of the adult population, gave 8.1 billion hours of volunteer service worth 
$169 billion in 2009. 

 Some other statistics about volunteering here in our own region are telling.  According to the 
website VolunteeringInAmerica.gov in Cleveland, Ohio there are:  

¶ 436,300 volunteers 

¶ 26.4% of residents volunteer - ranking them 29
th
 within the 51 large cities 

¶ 43.7 million hours of service 

¶ 26.5 hours per resident - ranking them 46
th
 within the 51 large cities 

$933.5 million of service contributed 

 *Statistics for this area were collected within the Cleveland Metropolitan Statistical Area 
(MSA). Major cities in this MSA include Cleveland, OH; Elyria, OH; and Mentor, OH and are based 
on an average using 2008 to 2010 data. 

 Our new Outreach & Community Service Team is hard at work finding ways to inspire, inform, 
and improve upon all of our volunteer efforts within and beyond this congregation.  Watch for more 
in the near future.  And let me promise, as best we are able, we will work to provide meaningful, 
efficient, faithful, and perhaps even fun volunteer opportunities that wonôt waste your time but will  
make a very real difference in the world.  And let me now say, yet again: Thank You so very much!  
Your time is a giftðto God, to this community, and to Christôs Church. 

 

Proudly Your Pastor, 

Allen 



New Member!  

We welcome Thomas Mitcheal Jones, (a.k.a. ñCieraò) who joined by 
transfer on Sunday, September 25.  Thomas was baptized at Greater 
Friendship Baptist Church, Cleveland.  Thomasô address is: 

1900 E. 30th St., Apt. 712 

Cleveland, OH  44114 

Home Phone: 216-658-3165 

 

Address Change:  

MUNLEY, Ms. Colleen* (Youth Director) & ROBERTS, Ms. Colleen 

(Nick Scheeff, Tori Scheeff) 

14224 Franklin Blvd.  

 Lakewood, OH 44107 

Colleen Cell Phone:      216-543-7165 

 

Brenda Torreyôs address was incorrectly listed in the October Messenger.  Her new address is: 

Brenda Torrey 

1327 Bonnieview Ave. 

Lakewood, Ohio 44107 
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World AIDS Day Service  

Wednesday, November 30, Potluck: 6 p.m.; Service 7 p.m.  

 On Wednesday, November 30, the eve of World AIDS Day, Franklin Circle Christian Church 
will host both a simple potluck meal at 6 p.m. and worship service at 7 p.m. to remind ourselves that 
the disease known as AIDS has not been cured and that there are still many people infected and 

affected by HIV/AIDS.  The service will be a simple one of prayers, songs, 
scriptures, and anointing. 

 It is open to the community and there is no charge for either the meal or the 
service.  Child care can be provided at no charge by calling the church office at least 
24 hours ahead of time. 

 Members of the Worship Team are planning this service, and anyone in the 
congregation infected or affected by HIV/AIDS is invited to help plan the service.  
Contact Colleen Munley, Worship Team chairperson, if you are interested. 

Cody isnôt the only one who wants cookies! 
 If your generous and caring hearts are willing to bake (or 
purchase) cookies for the U. S. O. please bring them to Franklin 
Circle the week of Nov. 6.  Label the container with the kind and 
number of dozens within.  Norma will deliver them.  This is a project 
of Church Women United and Christian Women's Fellowship. 
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Date Church 
Worship and 

Wonder 

Youth/

Other 
Total 

Sept 19 80 13 4 97 

Sept 26 75  12 87 

Oct 2 64 10  74 

Oct 9 71 7  78 

Nov 6 Rick Torres and James 

Allen 

Nov 13 Available 

Nov 20 3rd Sunday Meal 

Community hour in gym 

Nov 27 Circle Sabbath Sunday 

Worship Leader  Patty Groetsch 

Presiding Elder  Janelle Eccleston 

Table Elders  Joey Stanley 

 Colleen Munley 

Communion Set -up Claire Munley 

Deacons  Claire Munley 

 Larry Crell 

 Michael Reed 

 Robert Horrocks 

Elders  

And  

Deacons  

 

     The guests at Septemberôs 3rd Sunday meal were treated to some wonderful 
cabbages (both red & green) grown in our own gardens with fresh tomatoes 
topping off the mock stuffed cabbages rolls. Thanks to Norma and Chuck for the 
prep work. The meal also consisted of mashed potatoes and vegetables, cake, 
coffee, and juice. Toasted Italian bread from Tony at Orlando bread rounded out 
the delicious meal. We are still in search of volunteers to help take tables and 
chairs down after the meal and could really use everyoneôs help.  Please let Bev 

Wurm know if you can help with the clean up. 
  
   The end of month food bags are always in need of supplies. We seem to go through lots of tuna 
(protein), soups (warming), ready made meals (filling) , pasta (carbs) and sauce. Lets not forget the 
fuel that starts our day, cereal. Thanks to everyone who supports and helps with the food bag 
ministry.  

To my Family, 
  

 Your support, caring, prayers and love before and after my surgery have 
blessed me and Jim overwhelmingly.  My recovery has as much to do with my 
actions as it does with your support. Thank you for being my family.   Love you all! 
  

Peace, 
  

Sue Schimmel 



    The upkeep team (Cody and Al) have really been working their butts off trying to 

keep the building structurally sound and aesthetically pleasing.  Some days it feels 

like fighting a losing battle.  We would like to thank Cliff Wilson for stepping up and 

agreeing to do all the research for changing over our huge hot water tank to a Insta-

hot system.  The team just doesnôt see the sense of keeping all that water hot 365 

days a year for baptisms that happen a few times a year and a community meal once 

a month.  We are hoping that the up-front costs can be recuperated quickly and we 

can begin SAVING some serious money.  If you know about a particular trade 

enough to research a project, meet contractors, and get bids from them, that would be a huge 

weight off our shoulders.  Some of the areas we are looking for are flooring, electrical, plumbing, and 

painting.  If you just like fixing things around the house, we need help there too! Let one of us know if 

you can help.      

The upkeep team would also like to thank Lanni Lantery for helping us, in a steady rain, to seal up 

some of the exterior vents for the winter and then climbed up above the sanctuary to help put 

insulation in the rosettes in the ceiling in an effort to keep our place of worship a little warmer this 

winter. 

   Lastly, we (as well as Monique) would like to thank the generous, anonymous donor who 

purchased a new electric snowblower to help keep the stairs and doorways free of snow for the 

upcoming winter.   
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          Attention All Prayer Chain People  

   We are revising our prayer chain list.  This is a 

list of people making calls for people needing 

prayers.  If you would like to be included in 

receiving or making calls and passing on prayer 

concerns, please call Leila Streidl at (216) 671-

5419 and you will be included on the new prayer 

chain list.  If you are on the current list, please call to make sure you 

are on the new list.  Leila has only had ONE person call her  so farð

which is going to make a VERY short chain. 

  
   
 "World Community Day", sponsored by Church Women United, will be 
celebrated in each district on Fri., Nov. 4, 2012.   The service for the Near 
and Far West District will be held at Franklin Circle at 10:00  A.M. in the 
chapel beginning with a light breakfast.   Our health kits will be dedicated 
during the worship service.   All women are welcome.  



Page 6 

Prayers for Our Congregation  

Rick Boley, Patricia Daily Browers (family of Eric Nesby), Michelle Brown, Jay Cheiky, 
Bob Collins, Jaden Collins (Rick Boleyôs grandson), Virginia Collins, Neil Copeland 
(friend of FCCC), Caitlin Coyne, Tracey Evans, Ralph Eyring, Janelle Eccleston, 
Georgette Huber (Jessica Kaimôs grandmother), Julie & Helmut (via FCCC visitors 
Jerry & Terry), Andrea King, Eddie, Monique, & Xena Lowther; Gail McPherson, Carl 
Morgano (David Edsall and Kevin Kurthôs friend), Marilyn K., John J. Nesby & Richard 
S. Nesby (Ericôs family), Jerry Partyka (WSEM Food Ctr. Director), Joe Stanley, 
Virginia Tekushan (via Al Betts), Sharon Thomas  

Ellexus Eccleston (Janelleôs granddaughter), the Keller, Hunter, Kennedy 
families; Gillian Kuroiwa (Jayne Ryan Kuroiwaôs daughter), Sandra Nadia (via 
Eric Nesby), Patricia, Andrea Tompkins, Andre Tompkins, Jr., Miss Booker, 
Tiejon, and Linda (from Andre Tompkins)all those serving our country at home 
and around the world, and all those seeking employment. 

NOTE: Prayers are being posted in the Diaconate/Leadership room AND NOW ON THE BULLETIN BOARD 
NEAR THE COFFEE/TEA AREA  just prior to worship for that day.   Also, If you would like to be included on 
the weekly e-mail Prayer List that is based on the prayers from Sunday Worship Service, please e-mail 
PastorAllen@FranklinCircleChurch.org and request to be added. 

On the death of Nick Borgman (friend of Nick Sheeff, Toriôs brother and Colleen Munleyôs son) 
on Saturday, October 8; On the death of John Pruitt (Jakeôs grandfather) on Thursday, 
October 6, in Sandusky, Ohio. 

On the wedding of Joe Jenkins and Kathy Hladick at Franklin Plaza Nursing Home 
October 1st, officiated at by Pastor Allen; On the reaffirmation of faith of Thomas M. ñCieraò 
Jones, and his transfer of membership into this congregation; On Jake Pruittôs recent move 
to full time employment!; On Michael Reedôs Reaffirmation Of Baptism October 2; that 
Jonathon Wolfe (Claire Munleyôs nephew) has returned to the United States from active 
military service overseas. 

     Did you know that Pastor Allen has a blog!?  Check it out at:  

 http://nearwestclevepastor.wordpress.com/   You can subscribe to it and get 
it in your e -mail box.   Just put your e -mail into the box on the right and click 

the ñSign Me Upò button. 

 

  A Twitter Account has been set up for the Church.  Our Twitter name is FranklinCircle and you can sign 
up for tweets at: http://twitter.com/FranklinCircle  ���1�R�W�H�����W�K�L�V���L�V���D���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W���D�F�F�R�X�Q�W���I�U�R�P���3�D�V�W�R�U���$�O�O�H�Q�¶�V���S�H�U�V�R�Q�D�O��
Twitter account.)  We will be using this to get Prayer Chain news out!  ~Pastor Allen 

Thought for the Month 

Adding up your blessings will multiply your joy.   

http://nearwestclevepastor.wordpress.com/

