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 On Sunday, October 30 at 
4:00 p.m. Disciples of Christ from 
around Northeast Ohio will gather at 
Bethany Christian Church, 3940 
Martin Luther King Jr. Drive and 
welcome the Rev. Dr. Sharon 
Watkins to a service of praise, 
harmony, and celebration.  The 
regular ñFifth Sunday Union 
Service,ò familiar to our African 
American and Multi-Racial Congregations, will be expanded to bring 
together all Disciples from the region to welcome and hear Dr. 
Watkins. 

 As General President, Sharon Watkins is the chief executive 
officer for the denomination, responsible for overseeing the work of 
the church's various structures. She strives to help the Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ) remain faithful to God's calling and to do 
its work effectively and efficiently. She was called to a six-year term 
at the 2005 General Assembly.  At the 2011 General Assembly, she 
was re-elected to a second six-year term, which will extend through 
2017. She is former pastor of Disciples Christian Church in 
Bartlesville, Okla. where she served for eight years. In the academic 
world, she held positions as Director of Student Services at Phillips 
Theological Seminary in Oklahoma and Associate Vice-President for 
University Relations at Phillips University. She served for two years 
as a missionary in the Congo, working on adult literacy programs 
early in her professional career. At the invitation of then President-
Elect Barack Obama, Dr. Watkins preached at the National Prayer 
Service in Washington, D.C. on January 21, 2009, the day after his 
inauguration.  She also served a term on President Obama's 
Advisory Council on Faith-Based and Neighborhood Partnerships. 

 Franklin Circle Christian Church members and friends will 
want to be present for this very special occasion.  Please mark the 
date on your calendar now, and arrange to take a car full of church 
friends and family members.  There will be a joint ñUnity Choirò 
singing for the service.  If you would like to sing in it, please contact 
Jake Pruitt, choir director, or Pastor Allen. 

General Minister & President To Preach In Cleveland  

Fifth Sunday Union Service October 30 To Host Disciples Leader  

No one ever makes me 

chocolate chip 

cookies.   What 

do I have to do 

to change that?  
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World Communion Sunday, October 2, 2011  

 World Communion Sunday ï celebrated the first Sunday in October ï 
is one of the most venerable of ñspecial Sundays.ò The day has taken on new 
relevancy and depth of meaning in a world where globalization often has 
undermined peace and justice ï and in a time when fear divides the peoples 
of God's earth.  On this day we celebrate our oneness in Christ, the Prince of 
Peace, in the midst of the world we are called to serve ï a world ever more in 
need of peacemaking. 

 World Communion Sunday (originally called World Wide Communion 
Sunday) originated in the Presbyterian Church (USA) in 1936. The 
Department of Evangelism of the Federal Council of Churches (a 
predecessor body of the National Council of Churches) was first associated 
with World Wide Communion Sunday in 1940 when the departmentôs 

executive secretary, Jesse Bader (a Disciples of Christ leader), led in its extension to a number of 
churches throughout the world, including our own. 

 This year, World Communion Sunday is also one of the Sundays we receive our 
Reconciliation Ministry Offering.  This offering is used to fund our Churchôs mission priority to 
become an pro-reconciling/anti-racist church through experiential education, inclusive worship and 
intentional dialogue across racial/ethnic difference. Funds from this offering provide Youth and 
Young Adult camps, training programs for leadership development, and resources to promote small 
group study and community building. 

 On October 2 Pastor Allen will preach on the theme, "Awaking People To Joys Of Life With 
Jesus" observing World Communion Sunday and the many ways we infuse joy and hope into our 
ministry.  The scripture texts for the day will be Luke 17:11-19 (Ten Lepers Healed) and Luke 24:13-
35 (Road to Emmaus). 

Widening The Circle Forum:  The Color Of Friendship  

A Great Movie For Adults ï Youth ï Children ï 
Everyone! 

Thursday, October 20th 

Light Meal @ 6:30 p.m. 

Movie & Discussion @ 7 p.m. 

 Join us to watch this delightful, and yet thought-
provoking, family friendly film, The Color Of Friendship 
(2000, Disney), as we explore relationships that cross boundaries of race, 
nationality, and culture.  A guided discussion will follow. 

 The film was based on a short story called "Simunye" written by the real-life 
Piper Dellums (daughter of U.S. Congressman Ron Dellums) about a South African girl named 
Carrie coming to stay with her family.  The Color Of Friendship  won an Emmy Award for 
Outstanding Childrenôs Program in 2000 and an NAACP Image Award in 2001. 

 As always, our Widening The Circle Forums are free, there is ample parking, and child care is 
available if you call ahead before the day of the event. 



New Addresses:  

Allan, Michelle, and Kelly Jo Brown:  20120 Lorain Rd., #305, Fairview 
Park, OH 44126.  Their cell numbers remain the same. 

 

Andrea King & Brenda Torrey:  1327 Bonneville Ave., #106, Lakewood, 
OH 44107.  Their cell numbers remain the same. 

 

Many, Many Thanks!  

 Thanks to Al Betts & Cody Corrigan  for changing the bulbs in the sanctuary to ones that 
are brighter and more energy efficient.  Thanks to all the Hiram College Alumni  who were present 
for a Volunteer Workday on September 10, and to Al Betts, Cody Corrigan, Cheryl Yurcak, and 
Beverly Wurm  who helped guide their efforts.  Thanks to all who helped set-up, staff, and take 
down our booth at the Tremont Arts Festival, including Cheryl Yurcak, Cody Corrigan, Larry 
Crell, Michael Stanard, Al Betts, Claire Munley, Michael Reed, Norma Stearns, and Phil 

Nelson .  Thanks to all the choir members who helped out Leila Streidl at home recently. 

 Thanks to Sister Donna Wilhelm, the New Worship Initiative Team, and our music staff  
for leading our congregation in a beautiful service of worship on September 11; Thanks to Beverly 
Wurm  for her work in hosting the Social Security Forum sponsored by Rep. Marcia Fudge on 
August 30 in our facilities.  Thanks to Sharon Thomas, Joe Stanley, Maurice Goldkrantz,  and 
other members of the community who shared their stories at the Widening The Circle Forum on 
September 15.  Thanks to Chuck Mesrobian, Norma Stearns, and Beverly Wurm for their great 
work in cooking our Third Sunday Meal September 18 using fresh produce from our Summer 
Sprouts Garden! Thanks for the hospitality of our hosts for the visit of our missionary, Elena 

Huegal, on September 19: Ruth Kroll, Larry Crell, Cliff Wilson, and Claire Munley.  
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Fall Inquiring & New Member Classes  

 * How can I deepen my journey of faith? 

 * What does this church have to offer me in my walk with Christ and 
    what do I have to offer the churchôs ministry? 

 * Who are the Disciples of Christ? 

 * How is Franklin Circle Christian Church part of the larger Body        
   of Christ? 

 On three Mondays in October (October 10, 17, & 24) from 7:00-8:30 
p.m., our church will offer an Inquiring & New Member Classes.  This class is 
for all persons who have recently joined our congregation, as well as those who are interested in 
learning more about Franklin Circle Christian Church, the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), and 
what it means to be a Christian.  This will be an opportunity to not only learn about the church, but 
also about how you can best share your gifts and graces in and for the community.  You will also 
have the chance to share your ideas and vision for Franklin Circle Christian Church! 

 Those who wish to participate are strongly urged to be at all three classes to get the most out 
of the series.  Please RSVP by either e-mailing Pastor Allen at 
PastorAllen@FranklinCircleChurch.org or calling church office.  A ñHandbook For Todayôs 
Disciplesò and Certificates Of Completion will be given to all who attend all three classes. 
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Date Church 
Worship and 

Wonder 
Total 

8/14 70 13 83 

8/21 66  66 

8/28 62 3 65 

9/4 54 8 62 

9/11 54 5 59 

Oct 2 Richard Hinkleman 

Oct 9 David and Stacey Bowen 

Oct 16 3rd Sunday Meal 

Community hour in gym 

Oct 23 Randy Buckingham 

Oct 30 Circle Sabbath Sunday 

Worship Leader  Claire Munley 

Presiding Elder  TBA 

Table Elders  Jada Eccleston 

 Ralph Eyring  

Communion Set -up Steve and Caroline 

Rubin 

Deacons  Steve Rubin 

 Caroline Rubin 

 Tammy Ball 

 Lilly Conn and Nim 

Bryant 

Elders  

And  

Deacons  

      The August 3rd Sunday meal consisted of ham sandwiches, hot dogs, 3 
bean salad, watermelon, cantaloupe, & grape mix,  with juice and coffee 
served. There were no leftovers which is a good thing. We also gave out 16 
bags of collards from our garden to those attending the meal. 
  Our August food bags enjoyed a little something extra with frozen 
vegetables, hot dogs, hoagie buns and plenty of toothpaste (from Codyôs 
dentist).  We are seeing more need and are so blessed to be able to meet our 
needs because of the wonderful donations we have been receiving. We are 

always in need of canned foods, cereals, tuna, and pasta as little remains after filling the bags. 
  Our gardens will see our end of summer harvest as we ready to pick cabbage, tomatoes, and 
eggplants that are growing in stages. We plan on making stuffed cabbage for our meal program and 
to cook some red cabbage with apples to freeze and serve later in the year. We will then prep the 
gardens for winter harvest and prepare  the covering. We will attend a class September 7th for 
instruction and supplies. Anyone interested in helping with winter prep please see Bill  or Bev.   

OPERA 101 Is Back.   

If you ever wondered what this opera stuff is about, now we have a fun way 
to find out.  Coming soon, you will have the opportunity to learn about, hear 
and see opera. We will be listening to CDs, seeing photos, reading about, 
watching DVDs and attending some live performances. 

If this is something you would like to explore, join OPERA 101. Let Cliff Wilson know your interest. If 
you were involved last season and wish to continue in the group, just let Cliff Wilson know. 
Attendance is always optional to performance, but we hope you can attend some operas. There will 
be many opportunities. 



ñThank you!ò to the Hiram Alums! 

      FCCC was gifted with a volunteer workday on 

Saturday, September 10
th
.  A crew of 12 from the 

Hiram College Alumni arrived bright and early and 

ready to work.  For the next three hours, they moved 

dozens of pews in the sanctuary to create 4 

wheelchair accessible areas throughout the main 

seating area.  They also polished all the pews in both the sanctuary AND the chapel, removed 

miscellaneous material, cleaned and mopped the friendship room, and scraped and primed the 

window frames in the chapel.  If their generous gift of service inspires you to lend a hand, see Cody 

Corrigan or Al Betts and they will find ways to put you to work, too ï just like Cody did with Bill 

Hinderliter when he saw him wandering around the parking lot during choir practice.  Thanks for 

helping paint those windows, Bill! 

Youôve got to spend big to save big 

     Franklin Circle is making a major investment in the building.  A new boiler system is being 

installed.  The current boiler is over 30 years old and was costing a lot of money in its inefficiency 

and many, many service calls to keep it running.  Al Betts has overseen this project from the 

beginning and had the foresight to hire a consultant to help us determine what we needed and the 

best way to change things around to reduce the amount of cold spots and hot spots in the building.   

He has spent more hours than he wants to admit crawling around under the church and in meetings 

with various contractors, trying to get us the best deal on this daunting project.   Thanks, Al! 
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          We are revising our prayer chain list.  This is a list of people making calls for 

people needing prayers.  If you would like to be included in receiving or making calls 

and passing on prayer concerns, please call Leila Streidl at (216) 671-5419 and you will 

be included on the new prayer chain list.  If you are on the current list, please call to 

make sure you are on the new list. 

Ding, dong, the boilerôs gone Al does NOT want to let go of the check 


