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Franklin Circle Christian Church

The Messenger

September 2010

| Adult Education Resumes on Rally Day

New Class Added To The Opportunities Offered

Sunday, September 12 our congregation will celebrate the many
ways we grow on our spiritual journey. From the stories that are told to
our infants in the nursery, to the exploration of scriptures through story-
telingand hands-on | earning in Childrends
edéep guestioning and honest sharing in both Chi Rho and CYF Youth
Groups, to the variety of ways adults learn in our Sunday School and
Mid-Week Bible Study, our church provides many nurturing places to
grow in our faith.

This year, in addition to the Adult Bible Study taught by Ralph Ey-
ring and Randy Buckingham ,andthel nqui r e r @uwght BlPass s
tor Allen , we will welcome a third adult Sunday School Class led by
Larry Crell . Each class will use a different teaching format.

1 Ral ph an dAdBitBibld $tidg will use the classic format of
theme-focused scripture, commentary, and discussion and will meet
from 9:30-10:15 a.m. in the Friendship Room.
Past or |Alqlue nrdesr wilkfoc&loraasparticular book that
lifts up relevant and contemporary spiritual insights, with discussion
and will meet from 9:00-9:55 a.m. in the Parlor.
Larryo6s rbBenday 8dhaold ise, will revolve around video
presentations on important faith topics, with discussion and will meet
from9:30-10: 15 a. m. in the Yell ow CI
Center). For more detailed information on the topics for the fall,
please look inside the Messenger.
And, of course, we will continue our regular programming. Infants 6
months to 2 years will be with Tara Bobak in the Nursery Class . Chil-
dren ages 3 through the end of the 5™ Grade will be with Michelle
Brown in Children Worship & Wonder . Chi Rho Youth is for youth in
the 6™, 7™ and 8™ grade and will be led by Colleen Munley and other
Youth Sponsors. These t hree groups meet f
ute (about 10:50 a.m.) in worship and concludes at the end of Sunday
morning worship service.

Christian Youth Fellowship (9" 12" Grades) meets on Monday
evenings at 6:00 p.m. in addition to time for special service projects, fel-
lowship events, fund-raisers, and retreats. Colleen Munley is our Youth
Director.

Adults have the option of spiritual education on Sunday mornings or
Wednesday evenings. Every Wednesday at 7:00 i 8:30 p.m. we have
Mid-Week Bible Study , a fun and often light-hearted exploration of bib-
lical themes and books of the Bible, led by members of
the group. New people are always welcome!
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Exploring your spirituality

Having been trained as a Christian Educator in both undergraduate and graduate schools, my
heart has always been with teaching and the learning that goes with it. A fundamental facet of the life
of a Christian is to be a lifelong learner. Otherwise, what were all the sermons, parables, and
guestions Jesus asked along the way really for? Likewise, the sign of a vibrant and fruitful
congregation is a devotion to Intentional Faith Development on the part of the pastor, the lay leaders,
and the entire community of members, participants, and friends.

This fall there will be no excuse for you to NOT be involved in some way in an intentional path of
spiritual development and Christian education. As you can easily see on the front page of this
Messenger , there is something for everyone at every age level i and even several somethings at
some ages! | am going to try a few new techniwpni®s wi t h
make it as accessible to you, the congregation, and to the entire community as possible. In that
attitude:

> The core of this spiritual journey will be Sunday mornings from 9:00 to 9:50 a.m. in the
Parlor. This is where the primary content will be shared and mulled over.

> But, in addition to this I 6m going to host a
5712 Detroit Ave. in Clevel andods DeBt30 pm. the L BBTor e wa )
Monday of each month! Here community folks and church folks and passers-by can be involved in
the conversation.

> Finally, | will start a Facebook page for each book we are studying so that persons can add their
insights and ask their questions, whether or not they can get to either of the above groups (and even
whether or not they are related to our church!). The Page is called "A New Kind Of Christianity"
Book Discussion Page. Make it a AFavoriteo of your own Face

The first conversation will be around the book, "A New Kind Of Christianity: Ten Questions
That Are Tr ansf orhbyBriagMclaner. Irfthisidéeply imsightful and provocative

book, McLaren takes on the Atraditional 0 way weo\
and seeks to reclaim them from a position of historical and spiritual integrity. The questions are
simple on the surface (AWho is Jesus and why is I
approach takes us far deeper than many popular preachers and authors would have us go. If we
take this quest seriously, it may change our | i ve

complete confidence and humility!

So, wonot Tyusuonjthe journeyh &egardless of where you plug in to the Christian
Education Program of Franklin Circle Christian Church, there will be LOTS of questions (I hope so),
maybe a few answers, but our relationship with God, and the Teacher/Savior he sent in Jesus, will be
all the better for it.

May it be so!
Pastor Allen
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Me mber 6s 411

BRENT, Mr. Chawn* & Ms.
Carmalita*

(Xenax)
* e
(Chardonae*) < TS 8004 Wentworth Ave.

Cleveland, OH 44102

LOWTHER, Ms. Monique* & Eddie

1362 West Blvd., #12 Adcdress Changes
Cleveland, OH 44102

The Rev. Jayne Ryan Kuroiwa has completed her ministry as Associate Pastor at Redeemer
United Church of Christ in Westlake and has been called to be Campaign Director at the Cleveland
Christian Home. Congratulations!

We welcomed several folks into membership at Franklin Circle Christian Church on Sunday, Au-
gust 8. Early in the morning Xena Lowther was baptized into the faith, and her mother, Monique
Lowther , reaffirmed her baptism. Later, at the Outdoor Worship Service, Chawn and Carmalita
Brent, and their daughter, Chardonae , joined our congregation by transfer of membership. We
warmly welcome all these new members!

If you walk into our chapel and mistakenly think you are still in the Great Out-
doors, you have several people to thank for that. David Taylor and Neil Cope-
land worked tirelessly this summer to install two new ceiling fans that have really
been a godsend to our community. Then, David and Cody Corrigan took it
upon themselves to take down each pane of stained glass in our skylight to wash

Y and repair them. Bet ween the air bldg
Ou. chapel was outdoors!

Thanks to the hardworking | eader Michelle Browni s vy e
(Director), Patty Groetsch, Colleen Munley, Norma Stearns, Brenda Torrey, Jean Borrelli, Jane
Cheiky, Claire Munley, Andrea King, Allan Brown, Michael Reed, Wolfe Pavlick, Xena Low-
ther, Becky Raspe, and Pastor Allen.

A

Thanks to all who made the Outdoor Worship & Picnic a huge success! Especially for Tammy
Ball for taking the lead in organizing and running it, and to the Mission Council for covering the
costs. But thanks also to: Fay Ball, Beverly Wurm, Sharon Thomas, the New Worship Initiative
Team, Richard Hinkleman, Jim Robinson, Scott Posey, Jake Pruitt, Jim Schimmel, and the
Vacation Bible School staff and children . A special gift was given by Norma Stearns in the art-
work on the bulletin cover!

Thanks to Larry Crell who has taken on the task of helping Newsletter Editor, Cody Corrigan ,
with the production of the Messenger newsletter, and in assisting Randy Buckingham with his
Treasurerds duti es.

Each year the Christian education team sponsors Vacation Bible School and provides a meal
as part of the programming. This year we had some donations, so | would like to take the time to
recognize those folks or organizations that donated food items. Bev Wurm donated drink mix &
pasta from Ohio City Pasta , as well as a few other items. The Blazing River Freedom Band , our
tenant that meets & rehearses in our gym, donated pizza, cookies & soft drinks. We also had bev-
erage donations from Pastor Allen and Cheryl Yurcak , as well as cookie donations from Jane
Cheiky . Thank you again, all the donations really helped us keep our costs down this year.

Page 3
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FOOD T TELEVISION i DISCUSSION
Sunday Sc hoiodl30 dink Sunday
This fall a new Sunday School class will start with a new and different format. Each week we
will start our time together with coffee and doughnuts and watch a video. The class will address a
variety of topics that will help in our understanding of Jesus and how He fits into our lives today. We
hope you will join us as we start with a-~Llkaeyi
Crell

Adult Bible Study 7 9:30 a.m. Sunday

Fall 2010 Topic: The study this quarter focuses on the nature of God as the first person of the
Trinity. Our three units look at Old Testament texts from the Exodus narrative and from the poetry
of Psalms.

Worship Leader Janelle Eccleston
DATE HOST o

Presiding Elder Joe Stanley
September 5th | Jane Cheiky

Table Elders Sharon Thomas
September 12th | Larry Crell & CIiff

Wilson
Diaconate Nicole Rhode

September 19th | Community Hour in

Community Hour Kerrie Rhode

Gym
Elders And |September 26th | Circle Sabbath Sun- Jessica Bessner
day Andrea King

Deacons

Communion Set -up | Rick and Cody

Cleveland Christian Home
HOMECOMING AND ALUMNI DAY 2010
Main campus, 11401 Lorain Avenue
Saturday, September 25, 2010

The day's activities are free and open to all former residents, supporters, and friends.
Tours: 10:00, 10:30 & 11:00 am.
Dedication of lobby: 11:30 am.
Friends Luncheon: 12:00 pm. Alumni Gathering to follow.

Louise Clark and Bill Golicic  cordially invite their whole church family to join
them for their special day. The service begins at 5:00 pm on Saturday,
September 18th at Franklin Circle Christian Church. Please come and be there
at the start of their new life together.

Worship and

Date Church Wonder Total
7/18 57 11 68
7/25 67 7 74

8/1 67 5 72 AT‘TE ND/\NCE

8/8 90 N/A 90 Page 4
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Opera 102

A group of church members spent an evening last spring finding out about opera. As a follow up
to that evening, there wildl be a program abou
Fishers. o

Come to Opera 102 and hear some of the music, learn about the story of the opera and see
some of the production photos. Again, it will be a time to ask questions, and understand more about
this performance art. |l tds everything you wa
you can.

You are invited to attend Opera 102 on Monday, Sept. 20th at 7:00pm in the Friendship Room. ClIiff

Wilson will present the program with the assistance of Larry Crell. Bravo!

REMINDER TO ALL WOMEN

Save these dates: CHURCH WOMEN'S DAY - Fri., Oct. 1 at Brecksville United

Methodist Church
WORLD COMMUNITY DAY - Fri., Nov. 5 - celebrated in each district;

=Wy Location to be announced.
D% *b CHRISTMAS TEA - Fri., Dec. 10 - Church of the Saviour,
%n, " & 2537 Lee Rd., Cleveland Hits.

? Women® INTERFAITH FELLOWSHIP DAY - Mon., February 7, 2011
Location to be announced
WORLD DAY OF PRAYER - Fri., March 4, 2011 - celebrated in each district;
Location to be announced
MAY FRIENDSHIP DAY - Fri., May 6, 2011 - Location to be announced

Disciples Closet - As the cold weather approaches we need to switch gears.
Please keep donations to seasonal items only. There is limited storage space for
BSspring & summer items. As al ways t her ¢
requested items are jeans, t-shirts, sweatshirts, under wear, socks, thermal under-
shirts & long johns. Hats, gloves & scarves are always in need, as well as coats &
" | shoes, especially boots. We had a large donation of coats from Interact, our tenant
on the 3rd floor. We will be planning a special event in October to distribute these
coats. Volunteers will be needed to help with this event, please see Colleen Munley.

From the Editor

|l tds coming! T h e Mieligesed to goartinbow i ih full celay. olfn
you have an email address, be sure to call the church office and make sure it is on
file. Those without an email address  will still have the newsletter mailed to them,
but it will most likely be in black and white. As always, there will be copies available
at the door to the church throughout the month. The more copies that are sent out
electronically, the more money the church can save on postage 6 so please do
your part to help us be good stewards of the tithes and offerings given to the church.

Please have your articles and updates in by the 12" of the month, as there is a

very short window between the deadline and the day we need to print and to ensure

g News S1E) that the newsletter is received by the first of the month. The submissions should be
L n no longer than % page in length unless more is NECESSARY.

Page 5
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Rally day, continued from page 1

Rally Day, September 12" will include a continental breakfast beginning at 8:45 a.m. in the
chapel. During that Sunday morningds worship serv
being promoted to the next class, honor those who have had perfect attendance, and will dedicate
all the teachers of our education program. Patty Groetsch is Chair of our Christian Education Team.

CLEVELAND CHRISTIAN HOME

The connection between Franklin Circle Christian Church and the Cleveland Christian Home
goes back over one hundred years. The Home was founded in 1900 when Rev. Henry Timmie, a
Disciples of Christ pastor, took in a family of children left on his doorstep. Soon Rev. Timmie was
running an orphanage from his home near Broadway and Aetna Ave. in Cleveland.

In 1908 the Home moved to the Bosworth Farm on Lorain Ave. With the help of the Christian
Church (Disciples of Christ) the farmhouse was replaced with a modern brick building. By the
1960's fewer children were orphaned and Cleveland Christian Home found itself taking care of many
children who had been the victims of abuse or neglect. To better care for these children, CCH
transformed its orphanage on Lorain Ave. into a residential treatment center for abused and
neglected children, which remains today. Over the next 30 years, Cleveland Christian Home
expanded its ministry and mission to include additional programs and services for children and
families in need, including foster care, adoption, an independent living program for teens, outpatient
counseling, school-based counseling for at-risk youth and family preservation and reunification
services. Cleveland Christian Home continues to be a lifeline to over 1,500 children, young adults
and their families each year.

Cleveland Christian Home faced perhaps its biggest challenge in 2002 when it confronted the
possibility of being closed down . Their long time relationship with the National Benevolent
Association was coming to an end. CCH had very few options and a decision had to be made
quickly. The solution was costly. CCH had to enter into a bond debt to purchase their assets and
liabilities. But thanks to the support of the regions of the Christian Church (DOC) congregations, the
local community, and leaders from across the country, the challenge was met; The mission remains
alive and vibrant.

Now, we are challenged to find a way to pay off that bond debt by the end of the calendar year
2012.

Many sacrifices are being made by staff, board, and friends to make sure CCH operates in a
fiscally sound manner. To help purchase CCH's $5.2 million in assets from NBA, friends, churches,
foundations, organizations and businesses came together to raise a little over $1 million. The
balance was financed through a bond program authorized by the Cuyahoga County Port
Authority. For the past seven years CCH has been paying $35,000 a month to service this debt -
funds that could be used to serve many more individuals.

Cleveland Christian Home's Board and management team are actively exploring ways to reduce
the remaining debt balance of $3.2 million. Through the "Partnership Challenge” Campaign,
Cleveland Christian Home is relying on hundreds of their friends.

You may write a check, plan a fund-raiser, or follow the lead of our youth group and become a
volunteer.

Please contact CCH at (216)476-0333 if you are willing to help by playing an active role in the
campaign. Call Norma Stearns, (216- 661-3769) with other suggestions or questions.
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September Widening The Circle Forum To Focus On Unemployment
Resources & Support

On Thursday, September 16 at 7:00 p.m. our monthly Widening The Circle Forum will delve
into a topic close to too many in our congregation and community: Unemployment . Several pres-
entations will be made by persons who are involved in support for persons who are unemployed or
underemployed, as well as those involved in job search resources. There will be packets of materi-
als from various agencies and organizations in Cleveland that provide support, counsel, and oppor-
tunities for persons seeking employment help.

Resources will be offered for those who would like to have an ongoing support group for per-
sons who are unemployed, but the question will also be raised as to whether or not a new group
should be formed in our congregation and/or neighborhood. We will ask the tough questions around
AHow can our congregation and neighborhood be
pl oyment distress or crisis?o

As always, there is no charge for this event. If childcare is needed, please call the church
ahead of the event to let us know and it will be provided. For more information, go to the Forums
page on our c humtp:/hwons.framkenbirslécthusch.org/
WideningTheCircleForums.htm  or call 216 -781-8232.

Our Widening The Circle Forums provide a means for our congregation, neighborhood, and
broader community to explore in a creative manner critical issues of diversity, hospitality, and inclu-
siveness. This is part of our commitment to be an Open & Affirming, Anti-Racist/Pro-Reconciling,
and Accessible Congregation.

The Widening The Circle Forums are usually planned on a monthly basis and include a crea-
tive or interactive element (film, speaker, interactive exercises, etc.) ample time for discussion, and
refreshments. There is never a charge, and suggestions for future topics, speakers, films are al-
ways encouraged.

Books! Books! Books!

Our house and bookshelves are overflowing with books. Are your shelves
too full? Would you like to buy a book without trying to force it onto a shelf?
Bring your treasured (and unwanted) books to FCCC for a BOOK SALE on
Sept. 18, 2010 from 10 am to 2 pm. You can bring the books (in boxes please)
to the gym any time between now and the day of the sale.

We will have room for all your books, and hopefully people to buy them. Plan to come to the
sale and restock your shelves with a variety of gently read mystery, adventure, romance, gay/
lesbian, and spiritual/religious books. Gather up your old books, dust them off, and box them up.

All proceeds from the sale will be used to make the church library better for both kids and adults.
Any unsold books will be donated to a local charity or bookstore. See Claire Munley, Cody Corri-
gan, or Sue Schimmel for answers to your questions. PLEASE NOTE: NO ENCYCLOPEDIAS -
Sue Schimmel

From the Upkeep Chairman:

1. Please return church keys you are not using or do not need as soon as possible.

2. People who have keys need to submit a complete list of what doors their keys open.
3. Food in the kitchen cabinets need to be removed by September 15th. After that date,

all food items will be thrown out. 8 Al Betts
Page 7
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