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 Pastor Allen, who will be away at his 
nephewôs wedding in New Mexico, has 
invited someone already familiar to our 
congregation, and who has a broad and 
inclusive vision of faith and culture, to be our 
guest preacher for the tenth anniversary of 
the tragic events on 9/11.  Sr. Donna Marie 
Wilhelm, who recently concluded her work as 
Executive Director of InterAct Cleveland, an 
organization housed at Franklin Circle Christian Church that 
promotes understanding among diverse religious traditions, will 
preach at FCCC on September 11, 2011. 
         Donna Marie Wilhelm is a Roman Catholic Franciscan 
Sister, a member of the congregation of the Sisters of St. Joseph 
of the Third Order of St. Francis.  She began her professional 
career in education at the secondary level and has experience 
teaching at the college level as well.  Sister Donna has served in 
parish ministry as a Director of Religious Education and as a 
Pastoral Minister. 
         Sister Donna is also an accomplished urban educator and 
most recently taught at Cleveland Central Catholic High 
School.  She also has experience in Campus Ministry, has given 
retreats, and maintains a spiritual direction practice at the 
Franciscan Center in Garfield Heights. 
         September 11 will be a Second Sunday Circle Celebration, 
and so the New Worship Initiative Team, working with Pastor 
Allen and Sister Donna, will have a particularly important job of 
shaping a service that is both pastoral and inclusive.  It will be an 
important day of reminding ourselves of the love of a God that is 
specific to every human being, indeed, every creature on this 
planet, and yet is never a private or nationalistic God.  We can be 
assured that Sr. Wilhelm will ably guide us on this solemn day.  

Donna Wilhelm To Preach At FCCC For 9/11  

Worship Returns To 10:30 a.m. 
Sunday, September 4!   Keep the routine, come 

to Sunday School at 9:30 a.m.!   

The code word is 

ñPineappleò 
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Want To Make A Difference In How Our 

Congregation Serves The World?  

Become A Team Member!  

  

 As our church program year gets into full swing in September, our ministry teams begin to 
ramp up their work.  These teams are where ñthe rubber meets the roadò at Franklin Circle Christian 
Church because it is here that ideas  are put into action  and ministry  is made real  through 
programs, events, and opportunities.  Several of our teams are ñPermanent Ministerial Teams,ò 
meaning their work is needed on an ongoing basis.  Others are ñAd Hoc Ministerial Teamsò meaning 
their work may be needed for only a particular period of time and purpose. 

 There is one brand new Permanent Team, the Outreach & Community Service Team, as well 
as two brand new Ad Hoc Teams, the Visioning Team, the 170

th
 Anniversary Planning Team. 

 In any case, everyone is welcome to work with a team!  You can visit a team and see what 
they are all about.  You can work with a team for a while on a special project and then move on.  You 
can join a team for an extended period of time.  ** What is most important is that your gifts, 
graces, interests, and perspectives find a place for fulfillment so that the ministry of Christ 
becomes a reality for people within and beyond our congregation! **  

 Our Permanent Ministerial Teams  and their regularly scheduled meeting dates are: 

 > Christian Education  ï Patty Groetsch, chair ï meets on the fourth Tuesday of every month   
at 6:30 p.m. 

 > Upkeep Team  ï Cody Corrigan, chair ï accomplishes projects as needed. 

 > Evangelism & Publicity Team  ï Cheryl Yurcak, chair ï meets on the second Tuesday of 
every month at 6:30 p.m. 

 > Worship Team/New Worship Initiatives Team  ï Worship Team Chair is open; Colleen 
Munley is the NWIT chair.  NWIT meets on the second Thursday (usually) of each month at 6 p.m. to 
run through the upcoming Second Sunday Circle Celebration and again on every fourth Thursday of 
the month, also at 6 p.m., to plan upcoming Second Sunday Circle Celebrations. 

 >NEW!  Outreach & Community Service Team:   This Team is in formation and so we are 
looking for folks who are committed to service to those in need in our congregation, neighborhood, 
and city!  A leader will be chosen by this Team once it is formed. 

 There are two Ad Hoc Ministerial Teams  available for your participation: 

 > Visioning Team:  This group will guide the congregation through an intentional process of 
discernment, evaluation, and recommending the future shape of ministry in our congregation. 

 > 170
th

 Anniversary Planning Team: This group will help inspire, resource, promote, and 
support ideas from the congregation as to how we can celebrate this congregationôs 170

th
 

anniversary, which is officially on February 21, 2012. 

 If you feel you have the gifts, graces, and time for any of these Teams, especially the new 
Outreach & Community Service Team, the Visioning Team, and the 170

th
 Anniversary Planning 

Team, please speak to Al Betts, Chair of the Official Church Board, or Pastor Allen.  Thank you for 
considering these important opportunities. 

 



 Congratulations to Nicole Rhode  for being accepted to the Cleveland Clinic 
internship program for the second year in a row! 

 Congratulations!  In August David Taylor sang and acted in a production of 
"The Fantastics" with the Theatre Workshop of Nantucket.  It was his first time to do 
something like this!    

 Thanks to all who have worked with Claude Pitman  on the Memory Garden, 
including Don Hudson, Michael Reed, Bill Hinderliter, and Claudeôs grandson, Timothy.  Thanks to all who 
made the Outdoor Worship & Picnic a huge success, including: Tammy Ball, Fay Ball, Monique, Eddie, and 
Xena Lowther, Jake Pruitt, Cody Corrigan, the New Worship Initiative Team, Sharon Thomas, Bev Wurm, 
Randy Buckingham and Clifford Porter, and everyone who helped to pitch in to make it a great day.  Thanks 
to Tammy Ball  who organized and led the fellowship cruise on July 22 and to Tammy and Fay Ball  for their 
work in organizing the Outdoor Picnic on August 14. 

 

[Do YOU know of someone who has had an accomplishment or for whom we should give thanks?  
Please let us know!   E-mail Cody at Messenger@FranklinCircleChurch.org and 

PastorAllen@FranklinCircleChurch.org and weôll be sure to recognize them!] 

 

New Member!  

 On Sunday, August 14, at the Outdoor Worship Service Brian Colvin  joined our church by transfer of 
membership.  Brian is already active in our congregation as a tenor in the choir and an adult sponsor of the 
youth group.  Please update your directories: Brian Colvin, 1663 Laughton Circle, Broadview Heights, OH 
44147; Home Phone: 216-224-4679; E-Mail: colvin.brian@sbcglobal.net.  What a joyful gift to our congregation! 

 

New Addresses!  

Robert Horrocks & family: 3608 Siam Ave., Apt. 2, Cleveland, OH 44113.  Same phone number. 

Joe Stanley & Gary Wassil:  11811 Lake Ave., Apt. 807 Lakewood, OH 44107.  Phone: 216-938-7941 . 

Rick Smith:  Please add his apartment number, #1008, to his address. 

 

Cleveland Christian Home Homecoming Saturday September 24, 9 a.m.  

 Homecoming 2011 will be a busy day at Cleveland Christian Home, featuring tours and speakers on the 
history of CCH, as well as information about our current programming throughout the Greater Cleveland area 
and Ohio. 

 Please plan to join us on September 24th for Homecoming!  For information, to participate in our 
Homecoming activities, or to volunteer time to help us prepare for Homecoming, please call Donna Ryant at 
(216) 476-0333 or send an e-mail to dryant@ccnworks.org. 

 

Reconciliation Ministry Special Mission Offering  

To Be Received September 25 & October 2, 2011  

 Recognizing that the body of Christ is made up of members from every tongue, hue and culture, we 
welcome you to our journey toward wholeness at Godôs abundant table.  As one of the four mission priorities of 
our Church, Reconciliation Ministry welcomes you to our intentional effort to become a Pro-Reconciling/Anti-
Racist church - a church where the gifts of all of Godôs children are honored and shared. 

 Franklin Circle Christian Church is truly a diverse community of faith, and our Anti-Racism/Pro-
Reconciliation Team continues to lift up before this congregation the ongoing discussions about class, race, and 
unity.  Please generously support this fund, which supports work in the Region of Ohio as well as throughout our 
denomination.  Thank You! 
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Date Church 
Worship and 

Wonder 
Total 

7/10 55 12 67 

7/17 54 12 72 

7/24 60 12 72 

7/31 67 9 76 

8/7 70 7 66 

Sept 4 Openðhost needed! 

Sept 11 Jada Eccleston 

Sept 18 3rd Sunday mealð

community hour in gym 

Sept 25 Circle Sabbath Sunday 

Worship Leader  Jada Eccleston 

Presiding Elder  Joe Stanley 

Table Elders  Jean Borrelli 

 Patty  Groetsch 

Communion Set -up Cheryl Yurcak 

Deacons  Cheryl Yurcak 

 Claire Munley 

 Caroline Rubin 

 Larry Crell 

Elders  

And  

Deacons  

    The July 3rd Sunday meal welcomed our first crop from the Summer Sprouts 
garden beds. We picked lettuce fresh Sunday morning and added  it to each of 
the sandwiches. Thanks to Ruth and Norma for the timely task of cleaning the 
lettuce. The meal consisted of a ham and cheese sandwich with a salad on the 
side, cookies for dessert and coffee/juice as the beverage. Thanks to the 
volunteers for their wonderful service. 
  
The end of month food bags were over flowing with wonderful supplies as our 

parishioners and friends loaded us up in time to make the bags very nourishing. A very special thank 
you to all who heard the call and provided. We were able to add collard greens and Hungarian sweet 
peppers from our gardens to the bags. All were given out. We are blessed. 
  
Our Summer Sprouts gardens are doing very well due to lots of rain and very warm, humid weather. 
We have picked collard greens several times.  The same with zucchini and  have frozen a few for 
winter soups. Tomatoes, small and large are beginning to ripen. Some okra has been picked and 
cabbage is growing well and should be ready soon. We have eggplant 
growing nicely and hopefully the little animals running around will leave them 
alone. Lettuce has been cut twice and is beautiful.  If you see any ripe 
tomatoes that should be picked please pick---we have a bowl  for vegetables 
in the refrigerator in the kitchen where they can be deposited. Also, if it looks 
like the collards are getting out of hand-- pick them and put them in the 
refrigerator,. We welcome volunteer harvesters.  Weeds seem to abound in 
the garden and you will be able to tell them from the vegetablesðthey need to 
be removed also. All help is welcomed. We do have a bountiful harvest.  



Interfaith Remembrance on the 10th Anniversary of September 11th  
 

       Sunday, September 11 · 3:30pm - 6:30pm  
       200 Public Square: Huntington (formerly BP) building  
         This event, to be held in the atrium of the Huntington 
building in Public Square will feature representatives from a wide 
array of faith traditions, including Buddhism, Christianity, Hindu, 
Islam, Judaism, Sikh and Unitarian Universalist, among others. 
         ñWe invite people of good will to come together, to 
remember the horrible events of 10 years ago and reflect on ways people of all faiths can work 
together to build a stronger community,ò said Sr. Donna Wilhelm, an event organizer. ñThis is an 
opportunity to acknowledge our shared humanity and the strengths that unique religious traditions 
bring to our community.ò 
         The remembrance will incorporate elements from a variety of faith traditions. ñIt is a chance for 
all of us to come together to reflect on the tragedy of September 11 and to try to bring healing, hope, 
compassion and reconciliation to a world that has been forever changed by the events of that day,ò 
said Aiesha Siddiq of the Cleveland Chapter of CAIR, the Council on American Islamic Relations. 
         The remembrance is free and open to the public.  For more information, please contact: Sr. 
Donna Wilhelm at 216.702.3411 or Mike Tobin at 216.272.7757. 
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Missionary From Chile To Visit FCCC Monday, 

September 19  

 On Monday, September 19 at 6:30 p.m. our church will host Elena 
Huegel, a missionary in Chile, for a ñmeet and greetò and a chance for her to 
share about her work in that country.  This will be a wonderful opportunity for 
members of our congregation, other Disciples of Christ congregations in the 
area, as well as neighbors of the church, to see how God is working around 
the world to spread the love of Christ through acts of justice, peace, and unity.   

 Elena was appointed by the Common Global Ministries Board of the 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) and the United Church of Christ.  She has served with Global 
Ministries for fifteen years.  Elena is an environmental and Christian Education specialist.  Her focus 
is in Environmental and Peace Education and Spiritual Development. 

 Elena will offer a multimedia presentation about her important work alongside her colleagues 
in the Pentecostal Church of Chile.  There will be a chance for questions and answers and to visit 
with Elena following the presentation. 

 This event is part of a weekend in which our congregation is exploring the Global Ministries of 
itôs parent denomination, the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ).  For more information about our 
churchôs work around the world, please go online to: http://globalministries.org. 

 If you would like to help with the hospitality of the ñMeet and Greet,ò please speak to pastor 
Allen.  Thanks to the Mission Council for its support of this significant event.  The event is free, but a 
free will offering will be received to help support the work of all of our missionaries through Global 
Ministries. 


